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INTERNAT | NAL 


L.8, GLOOTY VISLON OF FUTURE REFUTED 
‘Moscow SO/ETSKAYA ROSSTYA in Russian 21 Sep 80 p 4 
(i. Ta. Ur anie comment: "The World Will Be Better") 


Text) The U.S. EPA and State Department have prepared 
‘or President J, Carter a report on the state of the 
world in the year 2000, This study, which is sustained 
in gloomy tones, predicts that in the next 30 years the 
vorld will encounter poverty, environmental pollution, 
overpopulation and soil erosion and depletion as a result 
»f which 20 percent of cultivated land will become desert. 


"he editorial office asked Doctor of Economics B.7s. 
irlanis, deputy chairman of the USSR Academy of Sciences 
iclentific Council, to comment on this report. 


The study of U.S. Government experts provides a gloomy picture of the Lite ot 
our planes in the year 2000. But the main cause of a possible deterioration 
in the sicuation in the world--the intensifying arms race--is completely lost 
sight of vere. If it continues, it will really be difficult to count on 
favorable prospects. Take Japan, for example. it has been able to make a 
strong economic spurt ahead, overtaking, among others, the United States in 
automobile production, chiefly because ite military spending has been rela- 
tively li-tle. If the world could be spared the militarist burden, it would 
be transformed. The peace-loving states are making tremendous efforts for 
an abatement of the arms race. The SALT-II Treaty should have become a con- 
siderable step forward in this direction. But Washington has postponed its 
ratification indefinitely. 


The American scholars’ study pays much attention to demographic problems. 
But the contemporary world's rapid population growth is not, as they assert, 
the main reason for the poverty of the developing countries, although it 
undoubtedly is holding back their economic and cultural develcpment. Yet 
even now 4 decline in the rate of growth of world population can be observed: 
from an aunual 2 percent to 1.8 percent as a result of the spread of "birth 
»otrol.” <A further decline in the rate should lead to the stabilization 
OL the povulation at a level of 11-12 billion by the middle of the next 
century. 











Even with today's level of consumption, approximately three times as much 
food as is produced currently will be needed for this masa of people. Many 
people in the Weat contend that the problem ia insoluble. The report says, 
among other things, that by the vear 2000 some 20 percent of cultivated land 
will have become desert, Sut the area sown to grain crops in the world as 

a whole ta increasing. Whereas tn 1969-1971 Le constituted 702 million 
hectares, in 1979 it amounted to 763 million hectares, that ita, almoat LO 
percent more, 


The potential f. © an increase in yield also is far from exhausted, In the 
world as a whol. the cereala' yield in the pertod 1969-1979 increased from 
17.8 quintale per hectare to 20.2 quintals, that is, 13.5 percent. A further 
increase inyie.d is perfectly possible since it is several times above the 
world average in many countries. Furthermore, agrotechnics is still at a 

ery low level in a number of regions of the planet. It is also possible 

to achteve an tncerease in the dimensions of the sown area which produces a 
harvest twice and even three times a year. 


The economically developed capitalist states and also the oil-producing 
countries of the Near and Middle Fast must realize that they themselves have 
a vital interest in the economic upsurge of states with a backward economy, 
Atter all, according to our calculations, 13 million persons out of the 
total of 56 million who died perished from starvation and malnutrition in 
1979 alone. The deterioration of the developing countries’ food situation 
is leading to the spread of serious infectious diseases which could per- 
fectly possibly spread to the economically developed states also. 


Unfortunately, the North-South dialog is proving insufficiently productive. 
The wealthy capitalist powers prefer to get off with handouts, granting the 
poor countries a negligible proportion of their national income--less than 
the 1 percent determined by a decision of the 1968 UN conference in Bangkok. 


The economic upsurge of the developing countries will lead to their indus- 
trial and agrarian development, which will be capable of accomplishing the 
impending tasks. Given the present correlation of the economic situation, 
the gap can only widen. Whereas prior to World War Il the income of the 

i veloped countries was 8 times that of the economically backward countries, 
it is now 12 times and could in the future grow to 20 times. 


In the Third World countries the number of unemployed and partially employed 
hae risen to roughly half a billion. If the current trend is maintained, 
this indicator could be 1 billion by the year 2000. Under the economic 
system operating in a number of these countries a person frequently through- 
out his Life does not even make good the expenditure on his education and 
upkeep, which is leading to the “unprofitability" of a whole generation 

and is ultimately increasing the indigence of peoples. 


The calculations of many Western scholars to the effect that the Earth 
could feed 50-70 and even 100 billion people can only confuse. In this 
category we should place primarily the Anglo-Australian economist Colin 








Clarke, wio in this respeet has a more vivid imagination than lie vamesake-- 
the selence=fiction writer Arthur Clarke, Colin Clark te confident that, 
wiven maximum food standards, Lt 1s possible to provide for 35 million peo- 
ple, Other spectalists go even further, belteving it posaible to obtatn 
from 1 hectare a harveat capable of providing food for 40 people, With (his 
norm merely the existing cultivated area could feed 54 billion people, 


the otner pole there are scholars who hold completely oppontie views, 
hus Prof R, Milliken, Nobel Prize winner for chemistry, for oxample, be 
‘feves that it is essential that the population be reduced at least tour 
id for a happy life on Earth, 


e real srospects should be tnterposed between these two opposite views, 
ely: «continuing tnerease in the population tor a further LOO years 
ipproximately until it stabilizes as 4 result of the abatemen! in the rate 
srowth. A tripling of the numbers cf mankind organically cusues even 
om the oxiseting population, But the future erowth tn vield and the sown 
Ae will be capable of securing a tripling of production. “his will bs 

oss ible riven «a satisfactory solutton of the North-South problem, 


ye repor: justiftlably p ‘nts to the possibility of an increase in tofant 
mortality owing to starvation and disease. It is currently Llv-le Limes 
‘igher in the developing countries than the states which are the moet ad 
moced in the sanitary-hygiene respect. An increase in infant mortality 
vuld be cetlected in a halt to the increase in life expectancy, despite all 
tho optimistic calculations being built for the year 2000 by the UN Demo- 
graghvy Deoartment. 


kven now the brakes have been applied to the increase in average life ex- 
pectaney in a number of countries. The gene pool--man's most precious pos- 
session---could deteriorate and the “pathological load" therein couid increase 
if the children of Asia and Africa grow up half-starved. 


And it ts not tust a matter of infant mortality. In the overwhelming part 

»f the co temporary world a huge proportion of adults dies long before the 
exhaustion of the biological potential contained in the human organism under 

the conditions of its normal functioning. 


fhe repor: deals with ecological problems, which really are a serious threat 
to mankind. The highly industrialized countries, chiefly the United States, 
are “stealing” the oxygen which belongs to all people and are causing a 
considerayle deterloration {on the composition of the Earth's atmosphere. 
Money, money and more mney, which is being ueed for militaristic purposes 
in huge anounts, is needed to fight this. The American scient!:t 8B. Common- 
er correctly observes that "peace between people has to precece peace 
between propie and nature.” 


Thus the future of the world comes down to the problems of war and peace. 
Curbing laperialism and not allowing it to spend insane resources in prep- 
‘ration for plunging the planet into a state of catastrophe--seuch is the 











task confronting mankind, Only given the accomplishment of this task wil! 
we have reason to hope for happineas by the year 2000, 


the world should not be viewed through dark glasses, but nor can we base 
ourselves, as Academician D, Gvishtani colorfully put it, on "incompetent 
optimiam"” and see everything through rose-colored spectacles. It is neces- 
sary to throw away the spectacles altogether and view the world in a manner 
which clearly toresees all the difficulties in the way of surmounting present- 
day contradictions, But we are optimists by nature and firmly hope that 

the world of the year 2000 will be not worse but better than the one in 

which we now liv. We believe in the successes of science and technology, 

in the intelligence of statesmen and the rationalization of the entire world 
economic oruer., 


8850 
CSO; 1R00 











INTERNAT | ONAI 


»o."LSRAELT STAND ON PALESTINIAN QUESTION CONDEMNED 
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 7 Aug 80 p 5 


\r¢icle by TZVESTIYA political observer V. Kudryavtsev: "The Palestinians’ 
is ( tus ee") 


Excerpts] American diplomacy has an amazing capacity for drawing absolute- 
ly untenable conclustons trom real facts. This occurs owing to a manifest 
verestination of its possibilities in the modern world, in which the cor- 
relation of forces ts taking shape increasingly palpably not to the advant- 
ige of the overseas pretenders to world hegemony. This was also the case 
with the evaluation of the recent extraordinary special session of the UN 
General Assembly on the Palestinian question. 


-.S. Secretary of State —&. Muskie was able to sav nothing against the Cen- 
eral Assembly resolution other than to charge that it was "one-sided." And 
‘iis ts asserted by the official representative of the United States, which 
ill the time maintains over and over that the United States' most ‘mportant 
task in the Near East is the defense of Israel and its interests, that is, 
the interests of an aggressor. A fine one-sidedness when 112 UN members 
voted for the resolution condemning Israel and only 7, including the United 
States, voted against. 


All these evasions are explained by the fact that the facts prove the con- 
trary, and there is no escaping this fact. Reassessing its possibilities, 
the U.S. ruling circles, following the UN vote on the events in Afghanistan, 
evidently imagined that the entire Muslim world could be used in an anti- 
soviet respect. But they forgot that the provocative distortion of the 
truth concerning the events in Afghanistan in daily propaganda could not 
have a lasting effect and would sooner or later turn against the authors 
themselves. 


The vote at the extraordinary special session on the resolution on the 

Palestinian question graphically showed that on such a most acute issue as 
the situation in the Near East the majority of Muslim countries is opposed 
to U.S. policy, which is directed against the interests of the Muslim coun- 
tries. Tre unbidden "patrons" and "protectors" of Islam were impressively 




















rebuffed at the session, lt should be noted that the United States’ al iy-- 
Isvrael=-againse its bidding--did everything in its power to expose the sham 
"yro=Islamiam"...of Washington's ruling circles. This is indicated if only 
by the fact of the Lsraeli Knesset's outrageous decision to declare Jerusalem 
the capital of the state of Israel. What remains of E. Muskie's assertion 
concerning the one=sidedness of UN resolutions! It is precisely U.S. policy 
whieh ts one-sided, candidly and openly encouraging Israeli expansionism 
against the Arab states and peoples. 


the United State hastened to declare the only just adopted UN resolutions 
a "matter of Whiscory” and intends to consign them to the archives because 
the vote at the extraordinary session was in fact simultaneously a vote 
agalnet the Camo David agreements. The session's decisions in fact showed 
that what should be consigned to the archives is Camp David, which tis 

truly becoming a "matter of history" since there is not nor can there be 
any future for it, as ts now becoming clear to an increasingly wide circle 
of countries. ihe results of the UN vote confirmed yet again the truth of 
the statement of Comrade L.I. Brezhnev, who emphasized: "The question 
arises: is it not time to have done with the protracted {ss of the anti- 
Arab policy of separate deals? Has the time not come to return the business 
of a Near bast settlement to the sole correct channel--the path of the col- 
lective etforts of all parties concerned, including, it stands to reason, 


t he PLO? 


The General Assembly decision confirmed yet again the sole correct conclusion 
that peace and security in the Near East cannot become a reality without a 
just solution of the Palestine problem. And a just solution of thie ques- 
tion is inconceivable without the Arab people of Palestine's right to self- 
determination, right up to the creation of a national sovereign state. This 
ie the truth, and everyone who speaks against it, as do the United States, 
israel and, together with them, al-Sadat's Egypt, is deliberately consenting 
to an intensification and extension of the Near East crisis. The cause of 
this exacerbation are the Camp avid agreements, which not only ignore the 
interests of the Palestinian people but are also intended to put an end to 
this problem by way of Israel's final annexation of Palestinian land. This 
position, we repeat, can only further exacerbate the situation in the Near 
bast, but because of this the Palestinian problem will become even closer 

ind more vital for all the Near East countries and for all countries sup- 
porting peace and security. F. [Kan] (Senegal), chairman of the UN Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, de- 
clared after the session that “the Palestinian people's right to self- 
determination and the creation of an independent state enjoys widespread 
support throughout the world. Only Israel and the United States oppose it." 





The cause of the Arab people of Palestine is the vital cause of all the world's 
peace-loving countries. The discussion of the Palestinian question at the 
UN General Assembly session and, particularly, the results of the voting 

are also instructive in that they show the hopelessness of the attempts of 
the ''.S. ruling circles to compel other countries to follow in the channel 








of American imperialist policy, Neither the concentration of huge naval 
and asseult-landing torces in the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean, nor the 
creatio:r of new bases around the Near and Middle East in Oman, Kenya and 
Somalia, nor the cobbling together of a "rapid deployment force" nor any 
other tl reats to use armed torce can compel other countries to act con- 
crary te their nattonal interests. The United States is courting in vain 
yn the effect of the moment, setting these countries against the Sovie' 
Jnton ard other socialist community states. Other than confusion, nothing 
will come of this, just as it will not be possible to wir over to its side 
the world's Muslim countries by way of the artificial inflation of the 
"Afghan question." 


the discussion of the Palestine problem in the United Nattons demonstrated 
even more torcefully the sorry role in store for the countries which have 
followed in the channel of the United States' imperialist policy. FEpyp' 
has not only tound itself isolated, it has become a blind tovol of the 


\mertcan-Israeli aggressive bloc directed against the interests of the 
verwheining majority of Arab countries and in fact against the Muslim 
world. 


The General Assembly's decisions on the Palestine question are striking 
evidence of a quest for a way out of the complex and dangerous situation in 
the Near East that has been created by the policy of the United States and 
israel. They are a warning to the American hegemonists and their Israeli 
assistants about he hopelessness of their attempts to make the Near East 
their patrimony. 


FRSO 
CSO: 1800 














INTERNATIONAL 


LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN AFRICA DESCRIBED 


Moscow MIROVAYA EKONOMIKA I MEZHDUNARODNYYE OTNOSHENIYA in Russian No 6, 
Jun 8 pp o4-74 


| Article by Ye, Tarabrins “Africas The Liberation Movement and Imperial- 
ist Intrigues" 


Text This year is an illustrious one for the peoples of the African con- 
tinent. The 20th anniversary of the "Year ot Africa" has come. Two decades 
ago, 17 colonies acquired independence at the same time, and the number of 
Liberated countries totalled 26, On 1 January 1980, there were 50 of them, 
The national liberation movement in Africa continues to expand and intensify. 
Its basic goals during the present stage are: the strengthening of the 
national sovereignty of the young states, the achievement of economic indep- 
endence by them, and the solving of the tasks of accelerated advancement by 
means of social progress, In a number of countries, national liberation 
movements -- having solved the task of eliminating direc. colonial rule and 
achieving state independence -- have developed into national democratic 
revolutions which have been called upon to solve the very sharp contradictions 
between the political status of the young states and their growing role in 
World attairs, and their continuing economic dependence on imperialism. In 
general, the liberatior struggle on the continent is merging more and more 
into the economic and social sphere and acquiring a distinctly anti-imper- 
lalist trend, 





The new stage in the liberation struggle is no less complicated than the 
previous one since methods by which the former enslaved peoples can break 
away from the clutches of the neocolonial exploitation and dependence system 
and overcome within an historically visible period the centuries-old economic, 
scientific and technical, social, and cultural backwardness, are being deter- 
mined during it. 


The profound social improvements, which are taking place on the African 
continent, are evoking the furious resistance of the neocolonialists and 
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orilal tactic of rotating military "cooperation" on the developing 
countries Nae already beer clearly cutlined, With ita help, imperialiam is 
trying to oreate @ system of long-term military technical dependence by the 
poune stavee on the Western powers; a@equire a Boclal support and aliles in 
thot: armed forees eapeclally in the offieer corps; transform inidividual 
styles into a particular type of gendarmery, defenders of thelr interest: 
la o* that region of the Wworldy and secure incredible pro'ite for 

nopol ie capital, thereby compensating the expenditures fcr the “help* 
vd other veneessions to the developing countries, 


Phi 1 ea00 


' all that Tran under the shah spent -- avoording to cificial data 
re than 19,5 billion dollars during the period 1972-197" [cr military 
Cpoces alter the overthrow of the monarchy many agreements for the duilvery 
we Al rom the United States were annulled), From 1975 to 1979 Saudi 


tla plwed military orders worth 15 billion dollars, Uurirg the lart 
ree yous, Eeypt has received American military equipment ard supplies 
rth almoet § tillion dollara, During the period 1976 - 1970 alone, th: 


old the developing countries -- based on available data -- weapon 
alling more than 100 billion dollars (in 1996 prices). The lion’ hare 
these sale wore than 70 percent -=- came to the United States, As 


ve cern svecialists themselv admit, "by controlling the del'very of Wertern 

rts ard the training of personnel and by providiig other arelogous services, 
he United States can undoubtedly keep she military potential of the 1}: 
‘»\@loped countries under its control.” 


re 4rawiie of the liberated states into the arms race involver a whole 
eye ft negative consequences for the development of their economies, 
us, the report of UN experts in thle connection saya: "... the arms rac 
ntribut s to the preservation and aggravation of the rupture between 
‘oveloned and developing countries and the one within these groups. |! 
prevente vsooperat lon between atates, social evonomic prues ee i Zeherali, 
and the establishment of a new international economic order." | 


tay, VY. I. Lenin's words that the propagandists of the myth of "Red 
l\i‘tarien” only "pretend that they belleve in this stupidity, and tlirn 
ich accusations left and right, using for this purpose thelr barrister 
abi ity t» compose false arguments and blind the eyes of the masses with 
and”. ndeed, it is difficult to assume that Western state and political 
‘igures, ‘or example, the president of the United States and his atsistants, 
eriously believe in the “Soviet threat”. The natter here ilies in something 
else, in che poorly concealed striving to give, -- as Z. Brvesinski admits-- 
to the world, which has been seized by profound and rapid political changes, 
vw appearance which "Would correspond to our (that is, American -- Ye.T.) 
interests ard which would be responsive to our values,” J 


What “interests” and “valu doer the United States have in mind with 
respect to Africa? There exist authoritative explanations on thi: question 
also. An American institute ‘or social and political researc! recen'ly 








publiahed @ ylleotior Articiea by extremely prominen' U.S. Militar, 


fizurea ent j led "Mi Llitary otPatedy ter the Lg ‘s ” 1} io i them * Rom 
the pen of APMy heral M, Taylor, A .OPrpe U, oe army ohie' of atamt and 
ohairmar of the president's advisery counell on intelligenve aetivitis 


abroad, a! answer is ¢iven to the question of why the fevolutionary event: 
in Africa are fraught with "trouble" for Wasahingto: and are a “warning” Ww 
it, Tre America, general writes in plain terme: "Our underatanding of the 
complexities of African probleme le combined with an ever higher appraisal 


Af the eac¢ nomic hportance of this revior "@ natural resourees in the tutu®Pe 
coos” A Little later he addat "... having mentioned our interest in the 
natural resoury Africa, we thereby draw attention to one o! the moat 
important new (actors undermining our military might -- the growing national 
dependence ivperte’.°? Later M, Taylor, citing the need to preserve the 
“American way o: life" and the exhaustion of the country's own natural 


resources, Considers that the United States "in spite of everything” must 
secure ‘or Lteolf a “never-ending stream” of raw materiale from the develop- 
ine countries, Ancre these parts of the world which are the "greatest 
interest" to the Uhited States, he mentions the Near East, Africa south of 
the Cahara, and southeast Asia, 


Here, everything ie in ite place, The problem of how to preserve the free 
acce@®s of American monopolies to the useful minerals of Africa disturbs the 
renresentative of the U, 5. mililtary-industrial complex. He himself list: 
the basic ores. They are oll, chromite, bauxite, manganese, nickel, lead, 
inc, ete. Since the upsurge in the liberation struggle oc! the continent's 
peopl hinders the execution of such pians, the attenptr decrease it 
white-hot fervor, depict the USSR support of national liberation movenents 
ac a “manifestatior of Soviet expansionism”, set some African states against 
others, and undermine the anti-imperialist solidarity of the continent's 
tries, spring from this. 


American officiale do not speak any less openly on thie matter than the 
retired generals, Thus, Rf. Mus, assistant secretary of state for foreiy¢: 
aliiairs unequivacally gave one to understand during his recent visit to 
Senegal that under "the interests of the African countries, Washington under- 
stande “regional stability” which in ite turn is interpreted as a situatior 
reeponsive to the “ideals of destern freedom.” It seems that nothing other 
than the lawful striving of the majority of the liberated countries to 
trengther and develop relations of equal cooperation with the world of 
sialism disrupts this “stability.” Regarding these countries, the posi- 
‘ion of imperialist circles in adopting an ever more open nature: “I! 
they demonstrate ‘ndependence from Moscow and a readiness to promote overall 
regional stability, we must encourage then, If not -=- we nust isolate 
then,” / This is What Z,. Breezinaki says, not troubling to attempt to 
camouliage the spirit of militant hegemonicm and complete disregard for the 
overelignty of the young states which flows from such words, 








Thus, iaperialiam needs ant! viet hysteria in order to attemot broade: 

he Sphere of ite exXpareior in the developing world on ite troubled Wave, 
preserve and intensify the exp eltation of the young countries’ national 
riehes, and use thelr territery as a atrategic spring-board againat the 

Worl eo@laliam and national L.veration foreer, 


plan le Seen most clearly in jreaident J. Garter's last "itate of the 
i" meeaage (January 1089) to the U.5, Gongress, He proclaimar “Jin: 
A’rica Will acquire ever nore important significance for us be sause 
mic, political and strategic reasons, we must strengthen our tie 

which are based on mutual literest -- with the African cowit®ies., We .., 
“ 11 help the Africans to solve their political problems and maintai: 
ability on thelr continent.” The question immediately arises, bo ‘tf: 
A cane reed the help of the United States in solving their poll ticai 
Lobleme’ Or le thie already the aole prerogative of Washington? Th: 

here of ite “Vital interests"? .... J, Garter later explains what methodn 
' Arer’can administration plans to uses “We will alao proviite to friendly 

witries == be they on the Horn of Africa or in other areas of tha’ 

‘inent == heip in ensuring their security, in those cases Wiere it 
required ‘or the defense of their borders,” The prospects for direct U... 
m1) tary MANGE VERS On in the affairs of the @frican states, and for organi¢ 

« provocations and enkindling conflicts loom plainly behind these words, 
‘he more co since i te well known which countries Washington regards in the 
sLegory cf “friendly” and which it does not. 


such is the real state ot fairs ir the Unperialist propaganda being spread 
about the myth of the "Soviet threat” in Africa and its official purpose, 


If 


. atioral liberation movement -- this is an inseparable part o! the 
world's revolutionary renovation process, Of course, any liberation struggle 
nly arises on national grounds, I+ is impossible to create a revolutionary 
ituation artificially; it cannot be an “export” item. This is the position 
(f Marxist-Leninist teachings and of scientific socialism on these matters, 
It vourgecis propaganda and many Western political and ctate figures continu 
explair the upsurge in the anti-inperialiet struggle in Africa as an 
"oxyport o!f revolution” and to boil the growth of the influence of Marxin'- 
Leniniet tdeology on the continent dom to "Soviet intrigues”, ther their 
trivine to falsify the facts of the actual reality is graphically a) parent, 


what are the reasons for the profound social improvements - which are occur- 
rine here during the present stage? in what directions are they ¢oine’ 


Let ue bes in with the main thing -- the selection of a socialis' orientation 
by @ numoer of countries in Africa. Any impartial analysis show: ‘hat this 
ne] ection is caused by deep interpal reasons. It is a justified reaction 


to capitalism's inability to vide a solution for the ver social 
arid shonan! ic problems which nive i ed ! we. ny Stay 


en inherit past. 











r example, the conclusion of KR. Malia, head of the economies departme:.t 
Dar es Salaam University that “alter the Second World ear, not a Blick 

youne® country, acting avcording to capitalist prescriptions, achieved suc: 
van in ite development -- in the OPoad sense, that is, in the plan for over- 
ming mase poverty, disease and tiliteracy”.” The participants in the Jk 
easton of the Organigation of Afriean Unity councll of ministers which was 
held tr Monrovia (Liberta) in July 1979 alao came to a sinilar conclusion. 
The session adopted a Special document called the "Monrovia Strategy for the 
Seonomic Development of Africa.” It says in it that the past 2O years have 
been years of ee nomic failures e.d if the existing"developmental models” 
are not chance., then 60 pereent of the continent's population (40 million 
people) will be illiterate by the year 2000, that is, their number will 
exceed the Lotal population of Africa in 1 » and the production of the 
neoereary food will decrease by 30 percent, 


Thus, an ever larger nunder of sober thinking Africans are being won over 

to the fact that the solution of the key social and economic problems of th 
‘ontinent's countries is only possible by non-capitalist development. The 
precident of Tangania, J, Nyerere, did not speak about the fact that only the 
socialist option can lead African countries out of poverty and backwardness!0 

nor did the president of the Guinean republic, A. Sekou Toure, emphasize 

that the "Guineans have selected a non-capitalist developmental system -- 
Fetal: they nave refused ti allow the expyos tata n of man by man and perpet- 
uate social inequality vetween people"*+-- at “Moscow's prompting.” 


A very inportant feature of the modern stage of the national Liberation 
movement in Africa ls the growing striving of the people to be masters in 
their own house, rid themselves of the dominance of foreign monopolies, and 
establish complete control over their national natural resources. This 
mtruggle has an anti-inperialist trend and it seriously weakens the position 
of monopoly capital. Neocolonialists perceive the threat to their interests 
not so much in the cases themselves of nationalization of this or that enter- 
prise, especially in the extractive industry, as in their possible conseq- 
vuences. What will happen later? Will the African countries not begin an 
expanded diversification of their foreign economic ties? 


The possible answers to these questions scare imperialist circles, The 
attempte of their representatives to portray the striving of the continent's 
young states to rid themselves of the dominance of foreign monopolies as 

the result of “aggression from without” or of foreign instigation, flows 
from this. Thus, M. Taylor, who was mentioned above, maintains that the 
“preservation of access to markets in the Near Hast and in Africa south of 
the Sahara is linked with serious problems because of the conduct of the 
Soviet Union and local conditions...."4¢ Concerning “local conditions”, 

the general seemingly is right. Indeed, the continents independent countries 
want to change a situation where, for example, American monopolies alone 
managed to extract from Africa (less the Republic of South Africa) during 
the period 1950-19768 profits totalling eight billion dollars. This exceeds 
aly ost sevenfold the flow of their new capital investments. The developing 














witfiee are try ine to eliminate the conditions which contribute to the 
rowth of thelr rol@n dedta wWhese volume reached almost 300 billion 
loliare ty 19°%5, in thie regard, expenditures on ‘heir repaynent @ ceed 

percent of their export revenue,4) More than 40 Lillion of this total 
‘alle on the African countries, 


ring recent yeara, the wave of nationalisation ils embracing the independent 
rt of tie continent on an ever wider basia, The share of natlonaliacd 
em capital in Afrioa has grown from %-51 percent to 70-' percent, 
individual countries <= for example, in Algieria and Nigeria--torelen 
rovicee have been completely transtormed into state propecty, 14 [neident- 
, th» Nigerian government did not by any means nationalize the enter- 
es, teloneine to British Petroleum, in August 1979 on the "recommenda- 
the Soviet Unicon, but as a eign of protest against she policy o! 
‘lano ') South Africa, The USSR also was not the co-author of the Monrov- 
Jeclaration which was adopted by the 16th session of the assembly of 
' state and governments of the member countries of the Organ\aation 
Airica Unity in July 1979, In it, it says that the countries of Africa 
‘erate in the fleld of controlling the exploitation o° natural 
woee, and their extraction and use in developing the economy.!5 The 
mie leclaration of the 6th Conference of Non-Aligned Countries (Havana, 
‘tember 1979)-- of the 9 participants, 49 were African staves -- also 
1a that “the conference once again emphasizes the inalienab.e right of 
/olopin# countries -- producers of raw materials -- to exercise complete, 
‘tinuous and effective sovereignty over thelr natural riches, especially 
nneetion with such questions as the methods for exploiting them, 
jing them, and establishing prices and markets." 


. 


“he liberation struggle in Africa is developing in two basic directions, 

‘ot, there are the progressive changes within a whole numbex of countries, 
Aoong then are the victory of national liberation forces in Angola, Mosan- 
bigue, Btrilopila, and Benin; the overthrow of dictatorial regimes ina 
cumber of estates; the approaching break-up of racist rule in the southern 
art of tie continent whose approach is testified to by the victory of the 
patriotic forces of Zimbabwe in the general parliamentary elections; and the 
‘reation in an ever larger number of the continent's states of vanguard 
revolution rary democratic parties which are guided in their activities by 
the ideas of Marxism-Leninism. In many countries, the state sector is 
reeinning to play a leading role in the development of industry, eliminating 
feudal landownership, introducing progressive agrarian reforms, waging a 
broad ot feneive against the illiteracy, poverty and disease which have been 
inherited from the recent colonial past. Of course, these improvements are 
not takin: place smoothly; they are accompanied by delimitations of social 
forces anil the intensification of the class struggle. 


The secon! direction is the etruggle of the young states for econcmic Lib- 
eration, che struggle against the rule of monopoly capital in the system of 
world eco omic ties, and the struggle for the elimination of their wiequal 
status in international economic relations, By combining their forces, they 

















are achieving in the world arena a complete aolution to the protiem, \ 
producing and marketing their native raw materials, obtal:ing technolony, 
regulating financial commitmenta, foreign trade, industrialization, develop- 
lng agriculture, limiting the activities of transnational monopolies, etc, 
As is Known, all these requirements are included in the program o! the new 
{international order for the establishment of which the African states have 
come out in favor along with the developing countries of Asia and Latin 
Anerica, 





And so, the intensification of the Liberation struggle in Africa is not the 
result of an "ex: ort of communism" -- as the ideologists of neocolonialiam 
are trying to ocvtray it <= but the result of the strivings of the young 
states to rid tiemselves of imperialism's domination, achieve economic 
independence, and enter on to the wide road of social progress, 


[Il 


The principles ot internationallam and solidarity with people fighting 
against imperialism, colonialism and neocolonialiam and tor peace, democracy 
and social progress are the basis of the USSK's foreign policy course. These 
principles are fixed in the Constitution of the USSR where when listing the 
goals of Soviet foreign policy it is pointed out that it is directed at 
Supporting the people's struggle for national liberation and social progress. 
in Atrica, just as overywhere else, the Soviet Union is coming forward on 

the side of forces taking anti-imperialist positions, and is consistently 
implementing the Leninist idea ot an alliance of world socialism and nation- 
al liberation, 


The cocperation ot the USSR with the young states is aimed at making it 
easier tor people, who have thrown off the colonial yoke, to solve the very 
‘omplicated tasks which face them. Such a policy is a completely new phen- 
omenon in the system of modern international relations. The strength of the 
oviet Union's foreien policy course consists of the fact that being based 
1 the principles of strict respect for sovereignty, equality in internation- 

al relations, and noninterference in the internal affairs of other peoples, 
i* ls responsive to the interests of the liberated countries which have 
ntered on the path to independent national development. The USSR invariably 
renders disinterested aid and assistance to these countries. In the poli- 
tical field, it is assistance to strengthen the independence of the young 
states and the political and diplomatic defense of their interests in the 
world arena and in international organizations; in the economic sphere, it 
comprehensive aid in creating a national economy, in opposing neocolonial 
lictates and blackmail, in maintaining the complete sovereignty of the liber- 
ated countries over their natural riches, and in their struggling to eliminate 
the inequality in the international division of labor; in the field of 
sclence and culture, it is assistance in the training of technical and 
scientific personnel, in the development of a national art and literature 
by encouraging the exchange of cultural valuables, Finally, in the military 
sphere, our country is offering the young states aid in strengthening their 














lelenaive capat’ leo oo that they can repulee any ageressio, and reaiat 
military pressure by the impertalist pewers and thelr accomplices, 


All that we talked about above be it the political, economic, sctentitic- 
technical, oF other aspects of the relations of the Soviet Unlon and other 
oclalict states with the Liberated countries of Africa--are jot ompty 


feciarationa but a highly principled policy wnich is belng constantly embod 
dd in practice, Let us turn to some actual cases, 


t, 31 19 necve8sary to remember that on the initiative cf che USSR, the 
IN agopiet ip 1960 the Declaration on Granting Independence to Colonia) 
witrie. and Peoples, in 1963 <= the Declaration on Eliminating All form: 
Racial Diserimination, {nm 1973 -= the Declaration Condemning Apartheid, 
ring tt th and 7th @pecial and the 29th and subsequent selheduled sessions 
the UN General Assumbly and during the 4th and 5th UNCTAD sessions, the 
iat Union recclutely supperted the just demanda of the deveioping count 
it 


», including the Africar countries, for the elimination of protect! 2 
“riers in worid trade, the establishment of control over th activities 
‘anenational corporations, and a cardinal reorganization 4. liternation- 
i! Homie rel tions, 
“. ‘ fz 


ronorte cocperation of the USSR with the youg states of Africa-- 
istasc® of every kind to their economic development -- is based on these 
me vrintiples, One o! the basic forme of the USSR's econom.c cooperation, 
nitn the continont's countries is trade. The turnover in Sov!et-Africa: 
rave is continuously increasing. In this regard, almost 9 jpercen! of 
‘| exoorts are goods of industrial alenificance, In its tur, the USSR 
‘rom Africa not only goods which Africa traditionally exports but 
iso --ani it is important to note thie -- finished industria) items »sro- 
ed locally. This barter, undoubtedly, contributes to the «xpansion an 
taplifgasion of a market for the sale of the young states’ producte. 


The Sevie. Union is rendering considerable aid to African courtries in the 

training of national personnel. With its assistance more thar 100 dif! erent 

raining netitutions have been created and equipped. Aout 15 of them are 

higher schools, The number of African students studying in ovr country is 

more than 7,00°0. The USSR annually allote 3,000 scholarships for citizens 
the Ar-ican countries, 


Soncerning the contribution ot the USSR to the strengthening cf the def- 
ensive capabilities of a number of African countries se that they can parry 
the forei:mm interventions provoked by the neocolonial circles against them, 
this policy flews directly trom the highly principied foreien policy course 
of the Sot iet state and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. L. i. 
Brezhnev ceclared during the 25th CPSU Congress; "Our party ic rendering 
and will cerder suprort to pecrple who are fighting for their freedom, In 
doing thic, the Soviet Union is not icoxing for any benefit for itsel!, 

is not hurting for concessions, is not obtaining political dominance, and i: 
not soliciting military bases, We are acting as our revolutionary conse 
lence, as our communist beliefs tell us.” 


i/ 














This polley completely corresponds not only to the obligations of the U SR 
in ite international agreements -- which it always observes atrictly -- 

but also to the norme of international law and the Charter of the United 
Nations, Graphic examples of this are the events in Angola and Ethiopla 
Where the fraternal help of the USSR and Cuba wrecked the plang of the 
areressorsa and forced them to retreat. Let us dwell on these events in more 
detail; let us leok at why they evoked the usual outburst o! anti-Soviet 
hyateria in the United States and China. 


In 1975, the man ear struggle of the Angolan people, headed by the organ- 
izgation,of th» plea Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), against 
the Portuguese coloniailsts was crowned with success, The People’s Kepublic 
of Angola Was declared, Right after this, the dissident groupings, FNLA 
National Front for the Liberation of Angola’ and UNITA National Union for 
the Total Independence o! Angola’ -- headed by the imperialist henchmen, Kh. 
hoberto and Zh. Savinodli-- shifted to open military actions against the young 
republic with the tinanclal, military and other support of the United States, 
the Republic of South Africa, and Beijing. Regular units of the Republic of 
South Africa, mercenary subunits, and Zaire military formations soon juined 
them, 


Under the conditions which had taken shape, the government of Angola was 
‘ereed to turn to friendly countries with a request for aid. The USSR, 
Which «!fered the young republic economic and technical help, and Cuba, 
Which sent a tattalion ot regular troops with antitank weapons to the People's 
Republic of Angola in order to support the Angolan patriots in their resist- 
ance to the invasion of the South African racists, were the first to answer 
thie request. At the time of the arrival of the first Cuban military unit 

‘mn the country, the interventionists were 25 kilometers from Luanda, and 
thelr artillery was shelling the outskirts of the capital. The South African 
| ps had already advanced more than 700 kilometers from the south from the 
Namibian torder, 


with the help of the socialist countries, the national liberation army of 
the People's Republic of Angola checked the advance of the aggressors at the 

apital, and or 27 March 1976 the last interventionists were driven from 
Angolan land. A propaganda campaign against the USSR and Cuba which was 
allegedly bein: used by the Soviet Union “for its interests" was also un- 
wrapped ir the West during this period. This slander was unmasked by F. 
Castro who pointed out that Cuba's decision to send its armed forces to 
Angola “ic its full responsibility. The USSR... never asked for the dis- 
patch of even a single Cuban to that country. The USSR displays exceptional 
respect and scrupulosity in its relations with Cuba. A decision of this 
type can oe taken only by our own rarty,"1 


The absurdity of the anti-Soviet and anti-Cuban concoctions was also reveal- 
ed during the Security Council session in March 1976. The inalienable and 
legitimate right of each state to ask assistance from any other state or 


ercup of states when exercis'ng its sovereignty was once again affirmed in 
a special resolution adopted by it in connection with the examination of 











Lhe quest on of s.ecgeesston against Angola, The Security Councis —ondemned 
the fepub. le of South Atvica'e aggression and demanded compengation for the 
people of Angola tor the losses inflicted by the war, Nine countries voted 
tor the resolution, The imperialist powers preferred to abstain from voting, 


why did the usual hysteria break out in the United States in connection with 
‘\e Angolin events? Besides political and military strategic considerations 
vid foars that the victory of the revolution in Angola would epread the 
reration struggle wave to the borders of the rac ist Republic of South 
Atr’ca wh ch ie the ward ot the United States, economic tactorsa played no 
rusportarnt role, As THE NEW YORK TIMES newspaper wrote at the time: "It 
ould be ;aive to discard Angola from calculations beCause it is a remote 
untry nt having much importance.... We are the largest importers of 
Aneolan @ ods in the world, We receive half of all the o11 extracted from 
ne oll f elde of Cabinda.... The Angolan diamond mines of the "Diamang" 
are ‘n fitth place in the world, A large portfolio of shares there 
ns tc the United States.... The First Nat longi City Bank and the Chase 
Mannattan bank are Linked with Angolan banks6...." 


io, Lt War not “concern” for the people of Angola that aroused bellicose 
«tions In the United States but the fear of losing its hegemony and contro! 
vo the opportunity to extort naturel riches from there without interterence, 
ture t. yourself for a minute that Angola had not been given the assist- 
uooe cf the socialist countries during this critical period of 1975-1976, 
dhat woul have been the situation which would have taken shape? Considering 
tho inequrilty of forces, it is not difficult to imagine that most probably 
.» People's Republic of Angola would have been occupied oy the forces of 
he Pepublic of South Africa. The racists would have established very 
vru‘al terror in the country, trying to break the patriots’ resistance. And 
‘he UN Security Council the Western “defenders of human rights" would 
have made a show of indignation as has already been done for more than Len 
years with cee to Namibia, 


Soviet assistance to the defense of Angola and the presence of Cuban service- 
mon or the country, who were there at the request of the legitimate government 
a sovereign state, were therefore the stabilizing factors. They contri- 

‘uted to the strengthening of independence and to the preservation of the 
People's Fepublic of Angola's territorial integrity under conditions where 

the South African rac ists are still continuing their aggressive actions 
against tre republic, subjecting the territory of the People's Republic of 
Angola to aerial bombing, sheiling the peaceful population centers with 
long-range artillery from Namibia which has been occupied by them, and are 
sending sebotage and subversive groups into the country. 


Let us go now to the events on the Yorn of Africa. Without going into the 
history -° the Somalia-Ethiopian disagreements which were caused by Somalia's 
claims to areas of Ethiopia (as well as to parts of the terzitory of Kenya 
and Djibouti), let us recall that on 23 July 1977 the Somali leadership 
unleashed an armed conflict in this area, thereby violating one of the basic 











principles of the Charter of the Organization of African Unity about mandat- 
ory respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity ot each state, as 
well as the Charter of the United Nations, This aggressive avt combined with 
the statements of internal reaction in Ethiopia pursued the goal of wrecking 
the accomplishments of the 1974 national democratic revolution, 


The ruling clique of Mogadiselo did not conceal the fact that it enjoyed the 
support of Arab reaction as well as imperialist states, in particular the 
United States, Washington and its allies were trying to use the conflict to 
eliminate the re’slutionary regime in Ethiopia and restore its lost positions 
in this area ot tne continent. Oman, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran under the 
shah, and Egypt were used to transport weapons to Somalia. American emissar- 
les were constant visitors to Mogadiscio, The PRC leadership, who came out 
in defense ot Somalia's aggressive actions, also took its usual position, 


In this situation, the government of Ethiopia turned to its friends for aid, 
The Soviet Union, Cuba, and other socialist states rendered assistance to 
revolutionary Ethiopia in full accord with Article 51 of the UN Charter, in 
March 1978, the liberation of all the country's territory was in fact complet- 


‘ 
Pils 


Again it is necessary to ask the question: What situation would have taken 
shape in Ethiopia and on the Horn of Africa in general had the S viet Union, 
Cuba and other socialist states not ren ered fraternal help un? r conditions 
Where the aggressors had already seized more than a third of the country's 
territory, the Eritrean separatists were sharply intensifying military opera- 
tions, and the sutversive acts of internal counterrevolutionaries were becom- 
ing stronger? The very existence of socialist Ethiopia would have been 
threatened, and this would have also involved the complete destabilization 
of +he situation throughout the area, 


Thus, just as in 1978 so also at the present time has Soviet and Cuban aid 
to socialist Ethiopia contributed, and is contributing, to normalizing and 
bettering the political situation on the Horn of Africa, 


Mie Soviet Union threatens no one in Africa just as it doesn't anywhere 
else, However, it has never waived and will not waive international prin- 
eiples and solidarity with people struggling against imperialism. L,. I, 
Brezhnev declared in his speech to the voters of Moscow's Baumanskiy election 
district on 22 February 1980: “The USSR has made a noticeable contribution 
to strengthening the economy, cultural construction, and the defenses of 

some countries -- and we are proud of this. Faithful to Leninist precepts, 
we are always on the side of people who are defending their freedom and 
independence. However, we never use our help as pressure on those to whom 

it is given, 














The national liberation atruggle of the people of Africa 1s gathering 
itrength and entering a new stage, Concerning the myths of the "Soviet 
threat" i: Africa and the USSR's "interference" in the internal affairs o! 
the young States, such fictions are refuted by reality itself, The contin- 
ent's progressive forces are fully aware of the fact that such myths are 
artifictally created by those who need a pretext for broadening their expan- 
sion, for using the territory of the liberated countries as a springboard 

‘or the strugele against the world of socialism and national liberation move- 
ments, anc for preserving the neocolonial system of robbing and exploiting 
people whe are throwing off the colonial yoke, 
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lacerpt \ year ago, on 19 July 19°9, after the overthrow of Somo: 
ragw began a stage of revolutionary-democratic changes. The creation 
stre:gthering of the new state, the rebuilding of the devastated econ 
y, the return of hundreds of thousands of Nicaraguans to peaceful cre 
itive lalor, and the necessity of ettling very acute social onftlict 
was the range of problems which the Sandinists encounter d after win 
‘Tig Porrtical power. These problems had to be solved immediately, in a 
) tftcult domestic political situation and under the conditions of ti 
wplicating of the international situation. 


ne Mains jask--Rebuilding the Economy 


ilar ; ower inherited from the dictatorship a distorted economic struc- 

e, en rmous external indebtedness, destroyed industrial enterprises and 
, 

frastricture, and abandoned agricultural lands, ' 


implementation of the program of the Junta of the Government of 
tiona) Reconstruction of Nicaragua started immediately after the victory 
t the revolution On the basis of governmental decrees, the property of 
the Somoca clan was confiscated and turned over to the state, the private 
mks ane insurance companies were nationalized, a state monoovoly of 
cign trade wae introduced, the ore-mining industry was nationalised, 
ufrarian retorm was commenced The economic policy of the Sandinist 
turing ° tage of reconstruction was aimed at creatioe a mixed 
economy, and primary ‘tention was given to strengthening the trate na 
public sector or the public ownership sphere 











in Decembe 1979, an emergeney pian was approved for the reconstruction of 
the econom, for the good of the people 


in order to obtain the Necessary financial means for rebuilding the nation, 
the Sundinist leadership developed an eatensive international campaign, 

ty the end of February 1980, the government already possessed 490 million 
dollars in the formof loans and credits (at a rate of 4,5 percent per 
annum, with a Cefermont on repayment for 10 years and a repayment period 


up to 3S years), and 42 million dollars in the form of food assistance 
\iong with thi it carried out measures to mobilize the internal finan- 
cial resource \ one-shot 6 percent tax on property over 10,000 dollars 


was introduced, and in April 1980 a decision was taken to impose a 40 per- 
cent incom tux above 200,000 dollars a year, In endeavoring to prevent 
the flight of capital out of the country, the junta promulgated a law which 
prevented foreign and local entrepreneurs from transferring capital over- 


= ¢ 


for the purpose ‘ | sasing the effectiveness of the industrial recon- 
struction process, in January 1980, the National Council for the Questions 
of industrial Policy was organized. Simultaneously measures began to be 
carried out to involve the workers in managing production through the trade 
unions and the mass public organizations. 


The carrying out of an agrarian reform became one of the leading areas of 

jc LOC CONOMIC nobis y for the R' vernment. As a result of conf is ating the 
landholdings of Somoze and his supporters, 18.5 million hectares of fertile 
lands became state property Ihese lands are now under the control of the 
National Agrarian Reform Institute (NARI) which is the agency carrying out 
the policy of the Sandinist leadership in the countryside. The NARI and 
its eight regional divisions are taking efforts to create state farms, to 
encourage and stimulate various forms of cooperatives and popular people's 
communes, and to eradicate the vestiges of feudal relations. 


The Policy of Sociai Changes 


Simultaneously with the reconstruction of the economy, the Nicaraguan revo- 
lutionaries began to resolve very acute social problems such as unemploy- 
ment, illiteracy and poverty, the shortage of housing and food, and the 
absence of medical aid 


The sandinists called 1980 the year of eradicating illiteracy. There are 
two organizations of volunteers involved in the nationwide campaign, the 
People's Teachers and the People's Army for the Eradication of ILiliteracy 
(PALIT). Nicaragua is being given effective help in this area by Cuba. 

There are 1,200 Cuban teachers in the country and they have begun to teach 
over 50,000 junior grade students. With Cuban assistance, 558 schools have 
been opened in Nicaragua, and 65 school buildings have been repaired. In 
the very first months after the victory of the revolution, over 500 Nicar- 
a.uan young men and women arrived at Juventud Island, and they began to 
study in the Carlos Fonseca Amador Educational and Labor School. 











The nationwide campaipn to eradicate illiteracy has become the start of a 
cultural revolution and « powerful means of ideological and political in- 
fluence on the masses 


The combating of unemployment is another area in the social policy of the 
Samdinist leadership, The emergency plan provides for a reduction of the 
memploynent level from 28 to 17? percent. In the aim of increasing th 
vumber of jobs (by 95,000 in 1980), an extensive public works program i» 
ye ing carried out (the construction of roads, parks and hosp tals). Per 
manent eaployment is being provided on the state farms which are being set 
ip on confiscated lands, in December 1975, a decree was pasted on the 
unding of the Spectal Fund Against Unemployment. In accord with this 
lecree, the thirteenth wage payment is limited to 1,500 cordovas, and 
mounts oxeeeding this maximum go to the unemployment elimination fund 


in Close cooperation with the mass organizations, the Sandin st leadership 
vlving the housing problem (the nation lacks 300,000 apartments and of 
e 500,00 existing ones, 60 percent do not meet the sanitary standards) 
lousing brigades are being organized under the Sandinist defense committees 
SDC), and these brigades are engaged in the reconstruction and repair of 


housing, and the practice of individual construction is encouraged 


\ program for improving public health has begun to be carried out, and 
measures are being taken for the mass vaccinating of the population and for 
broadening the network of medical facilities. Were the Nicacvaguans are be 
ing aided by 400 Cuban physicians. 


\n important aspect of the social policy of the new power has been the in 
volving of the 170,000 Indians living in the regions of the Atlantic (oust 


ut the country in the process of national reconstruction hye organ of 
the SNLF |Sandinist National Liberation Front!, the newspaper '  7ICADA is 
being published in the Misquito language which has become the nd of fi- 


cial language of the nation. The Sandinist Indigene Union has | ome the 
hody carrying out the government's policy on the Indian ques‘ion. 


The Shaping of the Revolutionary State 


The Sandinist leadership has been aware that it is impossibl> to carry out 
fundamental changes in the country without achieving political stability 
For this reason one of the most important areas of its policy has been to 
strengthen the revolutionary state and establish the bases of the new polit 
ical system. During the very first months, the Sandinists began to create 
bodies cf popular power, to replace the state apparatus, and t» organize a 
revolutionary army and the bodies of state security and the oolice. The 
undertaken structural reorganization of the SNLF leadership was aimed at 
giving greater effectiveness to its activities. 


Confronted with the unceasing attempts of the domestic and foreign reac- 
tion to impede the process of change, the Sandinists have paid particular 
fenticn to the creation and strengthening of the national irmed forces 











which would defend the victories of the revolution and guarantee the 
sovereignty of the nation, The Military Committee of the National SNL) 
Leadership is carrying out difficult work in transforming the rebel ck 
tachments into the regular Sandinist People's Army The first steps have 
been taken to set up a national sehool for training military personnel, 
hundreds of Sandinis! fighters have been trained at accelerated courses 
Confronted by the unceasing provocations of the counterre\olutionary 
forces, the Sandiniet leadership has undertaken a number of measures to 
supply the army with the necessary equipment and supplies and to strengthen 
the defense potential of the nation 


An important step if strengthening revolutionary order and ties with the 
masses was ‘ce creation of the Sandinist people's police which was formed 
on a volunteer basis in February 1980, 


The loyalty to the ideals of revolution, to true democracy and social jus- 
tice, the hones'y ond self-saerifice which mark the Sandinist leaders are 
particularly apparent in their daily work to observe revolutionary legality 
and in their desire not to permit violent retribution against their former 
enemies, 


The difficult tasks of national reconstruction, the deepening of the 
process of change and the strengthening of the people's victories have 
brought to the forefront the problem of party organization and the turning 
of the Sandinist Front into a revolutionary party on the basis of the po- 
litical, historical and military experience of Sandinism enriched by the 
lessons of the world revolutionary movement, The Sandinist leaders con- 
sider the creation of a party to be an essential condition for the organ- 
ized strengthening of the Sandinist ranks, for successfully overcoming the 
‘ifficulties of the reconstruction period and for carrying out a uniform 
political course. In all the i6 departments of the country, SNLF govern- 
ing committees have been organized and have begun functioning, ideological 
work is being carried out to indoctrinate the Nicaraguans in a spirit of 
internationalism, and the anti-imperialist views of Sandino, the democratic 
and egalitarian principles and ethical concepts of Che Guevara are being 
popu lari zed 


in understanding the necessity of maintaining and strengthening the unity 
of the revolutionary vanguard, the Sandinist leadership has also made sig- 
nificant efforts to strengthen the unity of all the democratic and anti- 
imperialist forces contributing to the victory of the national liberation 
stage of the revolution. In March 1980, after a number of meetings with 
the representatives of various political parties under the leadership and 
with the active involvement of the SNLF, the Patriotic Front was created. 
The creation of the Patriotic Front embodies the idea of maintaining the 
unity of the democratic organizations which is particularly important 
under conditions where symptoms of polarization among the diverse social 
and political forces are appearing. 











In consi: tentiy carrying out a pelicy of democratizing social life, the 
Sandinis's have provided an opportunity for the activities of groups and 
organiza’ ions of diverse ideological and political hues, if they are not 
of ah antipopular, counterrevolutionary nature, llowever, certain former 
aliies o the Sandinists, the horker Front group with its paramilitary 
MILPAS formations, and the so-called Communist Party of Nicaragua headed 
yy Ali A tamirano, if arbitiarily interpreting the principle of freedom of 
wlitica aetivities, have actually assumed 4 hostile position vis-a-vis 
revolutionafy power 


| on dur ng the first months after the victory of the revolution, these 
grouping» caAdeavored to “correct” the situation, proceeding from their 
narrow sectarian, anarchist and syndicalist views, and to “accelerate” the 
levelopma nt of the revolutionary process. They came out against the Pro 
gram of ‘ational Reconstruction and the policy of the government of na- 
tional reconatruction, without recognizing the popular nature of the Nicar- 
sguan re olution, In March 1980, weapons caches and piane for further ac 
Tions by the Worker Front to seize enterprises were found. In the course 
i the it vestigation, ties were discovered between the Altamirano group and 
the Worker Front. A plan existed for joint operations, and the leaders of 
these groups established contact*® with representatives of the CIA. Thus, 
in their edventuristic activities to destabilize the domestic political 
situation, these Trotskyite and Maoist groupings ended up in the same team 
with the forces of counterrevolution and imperialism. 


\liong with the antipopular actions of the former allies of the Sandinists, 
in the no tion one can observe a rise in the activities of the ultrarightist 
‘erroris'ic groups of Somorta foilowers who murdered soidiers of the Sandin- 
*t Peop e's Army, coworkers of the NARI and the leaders of progress: 
politica parties. Thousands of Somoza followers found haven in neighbor 
ing countries and did not abandon their plans for counterrevelutionary 
revenge 


The main areas of collision between the revolutionary and conservative 
forces have been over the questions of the government's economic policy, 
the hold ng of elections and the conditions for the activities of political 
parties ond trade unions. The conservative forces consisting of bourgeois 
politicians, landowners and entrepreneurs have demanded guarantees an’ 
precise «riteria for the activities of the private sector, and have ex 
pressed ,» rowing fears over the start of agrarian reform, viewing the radi- 
cal chanyes as a threat to their interests and fearing for the political 


future o* the country. 


On 22 April 1980, the Junta of the Government of National Reco'.struction 
ipproved a decree on the State Council, according to which its membership 
is to be increased from 33 to 47 persons 


The State Council which was formed at the beginning of May possesses the 
pomers to promulgate draft laws and amendments to laws which are approved 
‘ fw anitiative of executive power. 











Such membership of the couneil has clearly not been to the liking of « 
portion of the entrepreneur circles and bourgeois politicians who viewed 
the government's decision as the collapsing of hopes to create the institu. 
tions of a “traditional” bourgeois parliamentarianism and an infringement 
of their political rights, These circles have attempted a counteroffen 
sive against the position of the Sandinists, in attacking the government 
and accusing it of establishing a "totalitarian regime” and deviating from 
the program, 


In an acute and difficult political struggle which has accompanied the 
breaking of the archaic socioeconomec structure and the establishing of 
the new goverment, in surmounting the resistance of all sorts of counter- 
revolutions: ies, the Sandinists have steadfastly progressed in their 
revolutionary-democratic changes, making each Nicaraguan aware of the pur- 
pose of the government's measures and the truth about the difficulties and 
successes in the process of national reconstruction. 


The concentrating of political power in the hands of the Sandinists, the 
strengthening of the popular state, the creation of a state sector in the 
economy, the beginnings of a social and cultural revolution, the previ- 
ously unprecedented scope of mobilizing the masses and the growth of their 
political awareness--all of this shows the strength of the victories of 
the revolutionary process, 


The policy of the Sandinist leadership aimed at carrying out the emergency 
plan for the reconstruction of the economy is based upon the support of 
the broad masses, on the aid and cooperation of many countries of the 
world, and on the factor of international solidarity. 


Strengthening Independence and Developing Cooperation 


In the national-liberation stage of the revolution, in the difficult years 
of fighting against the dictatorship, of important significance were the 
international solidarity with the Nicaraguan people and the political ac- 
tions of governments and social organizations which condemned the criminal 
Somora regime and provided material and moral support for the SNLF. In 
many Latin American and Western European countries, the Sandinists were 
able to creat, in the words of U. Ortega, “their own sort of solidarity 
infrastructure." The SNLF carried out a mature, creative and effective 
policy, in popularizing the basic provisions of its program and emphasi:- 
ing its democratic nature. 


in the new, revolutionary-democratic stage of the Nicaraguan revolution, 
the role of international solidarity has further increased. for carrying 
out the tasks of national reconstruction in the wounded and devastated 
country, emergency external financial support was required. During the 
first months after the victory of the revolution, free aid was received 
from the governments and social organizations of many countries of the 

we wld. 
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\long with the factor of international solidarity, the active foreign 
poltey of the government of national reconstruction began to be of the 
greatest significance for strengthening the positions of the new power, 
the estadlishing and strengthening of an independent course occurred in a 
difficult domestic political and international situation, ‘The new foreign 
polivy arose simultaneously with the changes in the socioeconomic and po- 
litical life of Nicaraguan society, 

ihe Progeam of the Junta emphasized that the policy conducted by it on the 
citernational seene would be based upon the principles of independence and 
nunaligngent and the development of ties with all states "which respect the 
right of selt-cecermination and a just, mutually-advantageous nature ot 
economre relations’ and which show "respect tor the domestic revolutionary 
rocess in Nis iragua,''" 


Nese provisioi § the program were emphasized in the statements of the 
rs of the junta who pointed out that the main trait in Nicaraguan 
reoyn oolticy would be an active anti-imperialist policy. 


i© first months of the existence of the new government, the basic 
lirectiois of foreign policy activities were defined, and a policy was set 
t maint iining broad international ties Particular importance was viven 
to strenythening relations with the nonaligned and socialist countries. 


hus, a cadical reorientation in the country's international policy occur 
red in the aim of strengthening independence and sovereignty in contrast 
fo the reacticnary course of the dictatorial! regime, the Sancinist leader- 
hip began to establish broad international ties, following the line of 
seveloping all-round cooperation with the progressive regimes in Latin 
‘verica, with the developing countries of Asia and Africa, ard with the 
states o the socialist commonwealth, at the same time giving important 
signiticance to establishing relations with the developed capitalist 
Ccountrie 
In the range of relations with the developing countries, ties with the pro- 
ressive states have assuned the most diverse character. One month after 
the victory of the revolution, Managua was visited by the conmander-in 
chief of the Panamanian National Guard, Gen 0. Torrijos, and in December 
1079, a * icaraguan governmental cclegation consisting of Tomas Borge and 
ballardo Arce traveled to Panama. The talks concerned the questions of 
Jeveloping bilateral ties anc the situation in Central America.” Relations 
with Jam ica and Grenada began to develop beneficially. In March 1980, a 
lelegation headed by the junta member D. Ortega was present at the celebra- 
tions tor the first anniversury of the revolution in Grenada. 


In folloving a policy of jiaboration with the countries and peoples fight- 
ng for their liberation, the Sandinist leadership strengthened its lengthy 
ties with the Palestinian Liberation Organization, and undertook steps to 
levelop relations with the African states. In April 1980, the Nicaraguan 
t sent i imbassador to Mozambique. In the same month a 








Nicaraguan lelegation headed by |, Ortega, for the purpose of strengtiening 
friendly tios, visited Angola, Algeria, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Zambia, 
This trip helped to estublish cooperation with the progressive African 
states, 


Nicaraguan-Mexican relations have assumed an important place in the rela- 
tions with Latin American countries, The Sandinists had high praise for 
the diplomatic and material support from Mexico provided to them during 
the last months of the struggle against the dictatorship. 


The visit in January 1980 by the Mexican president Lopez Portillo to 
Nicaragua contributed to the further development of international relations. 
Having arrived in Managua, L. Portillo affirmed the intention of his govern- 
ment to continue to provide Nicaragua with aid without any conditions to be 
imposed, In the course of the talks common views were established on a 
number of international problems and questions of regional cooperation. 
Agreement was reached on periodic consultations on political problems. 

As a result of the talks, a number of agreements were signed concerned with 
various spheres of tinancial-economic, scientific-technical and cultural 
cooperation, 


In April 1980, the president of Venezuela L. Herrera Campins visited the 
capital of Nicaragua, The Venezuelan government, immediately after the 
victory of the revolution, provided significant economic aid and promised 
to supply Nicaragua with oil. 


Following the example of Mexico and Venezuela, the governemts of Brazil 
and Argentina granted Nicaragua credits to purchase equipment and food. 
Thus, Nicaragua has established broad economic ties with the most influen- 
tial countries of the continent. 


\t the same time, serious difficulties also arose on the path of developing 
international ties with the Latin American countries. At the end of 1979 
and the beginning of 1980, Nicaraguan relations with Colombia took a turn 
for the worse, after the government of national reconstruction had announced 
that a number of islands in the Caribbean (San Andres, Providencia, 
Roncador, Quita Sueno and Serrana) were within the 200-mile limit of the 
country. This decision caused a sharp response by Colombia which recalled 
its ambassador from Managua and began to increase its military potential on 
the disputed islands. The Sandinist leadership is endeavoring to resolve 
the conflict situation which has arisen with the help of the International 
Court in the tlague. 


The development of relations with the Central American countries has re- 
quired particular flexibility on the part of the Sandinist leadership. The 
government of Costa Rica, after the Sandinists came to power, experienced 
growing fears and showed concern about the policy of the government of 
national reconstruction. Nicaraguan-Honduran relations were aggravated by 
the presence of several thousand Somoza followers on Honduras territory and 
by border incidents. The exacerbation of the domestic political situation 














in El Salvador and the increasing struggle by the patriotic forces evoked 
attacks from the Central American reaction on the Sandinist leadership, 
accusing them of “exporting the revolution,” At the same tine, there were 
no grounds for such assertions, and as a result this propaganda campaign 
petered out, Sandinist diplomacy, in carrying out its policy vis-a-vis 
the Central American states, has endeavored to follow a differentiated 
approac to each of the countries in the subregion and not to fall prey 

to the intrigues of the reaction, Such a policy has brought good results. 
\t a foreign ministers conference of the Central American countries and 
Panama in March 1980, a dectsion was taken to support the Nicaraguan gov 
ernment on the question of Jeferring debt repayment, a question of vitally 
important significance for rebuilding the nation's economy 


In the latin American region, Nicaraguan cooperation with the Republic of 
Cuba is developing most fruitfully. Socialist Cuba ts provi ting fraternal 
aid in rebuilding the country and in solving immediate econonic and social 
| y’ : leon , 


in the very first year, the Sandinist leadership succeeded in significantiy 
ictivating relations with the Latin American states not only on a bilateral 
hut alsc on a multilateral basis, using the mechanism of regional organiza 
tions tir obtaining the aid essential in the process of reconstructing the 
republic and broadening cooperation with the countries of the continent. 


‘he strengthening of Nicaraguan cooperation with Latin America and the in 
tluence of the Nicaraguan revolution on the political situation in Central! 
\merica have become a matter of close attention for the U.S. government 
agents, a subject of debate in Congress and numerous commentiries in the 
\mericar press. 


The present state of Nicaraguan-American reiations 1s influesced by the 
lamentatle history of the years of U.S. aid to the Somoza pian and the 
shameful policy of the Carter Administration which right up antil July i979 
continucd to maintain contacts with the dictatorship, failing to recogni 
the monstrous discrepancy between the "human rights" policy and the prac 
tice of maintaining a criminal regime guilty of acts of genocide. 


\fter a reluctant recognition of the new goveinment, the Carter Administra- 
tion enceavored to demonstrate its desire to establish contacts and insti- 
tute gocd-neighbor relations with Nicaragua.°® During the first 2', months 
after the victory of the revolution, aid was provided totaliyg 25.5 million 
dollars, and there were more frequent trips by American statesmen to Man- 
agua anc invitations to Nicaraguan entrepreneurs and politicians to visit 
the United States. At the end of February 1980, after long wsitation, 
Congress ratified the granting of aid to Nicaragua totaling 75 million 
dollars, but the Carter Administration imposed such demands on this loan 
that the carrying out of these would have meant the abandoniig of inde 
pendence in conducting a domestic and foreign policy. The position of the 
junta which rejected any conditions in obtaining Amreican or any other aid 
Cvs the qualitatively new, independent foreign ;olicy of Nicaragua 














The Sandini:t leadership has made significant efforts to establish rel. 
tions with the Western Luropean countries, A decision of the Socialist 
International to provide economic and financial aid to Nicaragua without 
any political or ideological conditions has ensured favorable prerequisites 
for developing ties with the Western Luropean states, 


Simultaneously with the establishing of ties with the Western Luropean 
countries, the Sandinist leadership has begun to develop cooperation with 
the socialist states. The beginning of Soviet-Nicaraguan ties was marked 
by the normaliz: ion of diplomatic relations between the USSR and Nicaragua 
(19 October 19/4), In January 1980, a group of Soviet experts visited 
Nicaragua where they studied the possibilities and prospects for bilateral 
cooperation, A significant point in the process of the development of bi- 
lateral ties was the visit by a Nicaraguan governmental and party delega- 
tion consisting of M. Hassan, T. Borge, U. Ortega and |i, Ruiz to the USSR 
in March 1980. During talks in Moscow, there was a discussion of the ur- 
gent problems ot the international situation and the questions of the de- 
velopment of Soviet-Nicaraguan relations and ties between the CPSU and the 
SNLF. As a result of the talks, a trade agreement was signed as well as 
other agreements on economic and technical cooperation, cultural and scien- 
tific cooperation, airlines, protocols on the deliveries of goods and the 
establishing of commercial agencies as well as a consular convention.’ The 
Signing of these documents represents a solid contractual and legal basis 
for the further strengthening of cooperation and ensures USSR aid in the 
process of the national reconstruction of Nicaragua. 


The Nicaraguan delegation also visited Bulgaria, the GDR and Czechoslovakia. 
In the course of the talks, agreements were signed on trade, economic and 
cultural cooperation. Thus, an impetus was provided for developing cooper- 
ation with the Lastern European socialist countries. 


Over the brief time which has passed since the victory of the revolution, 
Sandinist diplomacy, loyal to its anti-imperialist position and democratic 
principles, by active, flexible, creative and diverse actions, has defended 
the sovereignty of the nation, it has provided the necessary financial and 
economic aid, and gathered broad international support. 


lhe independent foreign policy of Nicaragua has had a positive influence 

on the domestic political situation, it is becoming a new factor influenc- 
ing the state and prospects of inter-American relations, and is strengthen- 
ing the positions of the anti-imperialist and democratic forces. 


The flexible actions and decisions of the Sandinists following the diffi- 
cult path of building a new society, their socioeconomic course and active 
diplomacy show the firm step of the Nicaraguan revolution which has become 
the symbol of hope for the peoples fighting for their liberation. 
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\rticle by V. N. Dmitriyev: "Political Maneuvering of the United States" 


fext| “Che overthrow of the Somoza regime in Nicaragua and the victory of 
progress ve, democratic forces in this country have been an important turn- 
ing poine in the liberation struggle of the Latin American pcoples. 


The natuce and the tactics of U.S. opposition both to the victorious strug- 
gle of the Nicaraguan patriots and to the development of the progressive 
changes .n Nicaragua after the overthrow of the dictatorial regime are of 
interest from the viewpoint primarily of studying the methods by which 
American imperialism combats the liberation struggle in the Latin American 
countries during its new stage. In the present-day situation, when, as the 
experience of Ethiopia, Iran, Afghanistan and Nicaragua indicates, the posi- 
tions of antipopular dictatorial regimes are becoming more and more diffi- 
cult to defend from outside, when the methods of direct foreign military 
interven ion, subversive actions by the CIA and other intelligence bodies 
of the imperialist states cause universal condemnation and a decisive re- 
buff, the United States and the other imperialist states must wore often 
resort to more flexible forms of intervention. 


The successful armed struggle of the Nicaraguan people under the leadership 
of the Sandinist National Liberation Front (SNLF) against the dictatorial 
Somoza rogime confronted the Carter Administration with the canger of the 
loss by ‘he United States of its political, economic and military positions 














in this strategically important Central American country. Particular -son- 
cern was caused by the growing influence of the SNLF as the American ruling 
cireles linked its coming to power with the possibility of turning Nicar- 
agua into a "second Cuba,"' Even if things did not go this far, American 
observers felt, "a dictatorship of the leftist sort... possibly would pre- 
vent American participation in the economy (of Nicaragua.--V.D.). It could 
even confiscate the already-existing capital investments,"'! 


Ihe basic tasks of American diplomacy during the entire armed struggle in 
Nicaragua were. in the tirst place, to prevent the armed victory of the 
Sandinists; secondly, to achieve a "peaceful settlement" with the turning 
of real power over to the representatives of the bourgeois groupings; 
thirdly, providing international pressure tor the purposes of guaranteeing 
the development of this country along a "moderate,"' that is, bourgeois re- 
formist, path, 


For the purpose ot countering the victory of the Sandinist army, the United 
States undertook efforts (in the first stage of the rebel struggle, openly, 
und at the final one, concealed) to provide military aid to the dictatorial 
regime. In particular, although a decision to halt aid had been taken by 
the U.S. Congress even in September 1978, actually active direct military 
support for the dictatorship was provided until February 1979, when as a 
response to Somoza's refusal to accept the "intermediary settlement plan" 
proposed by the Americans, the U.S. administration decided to cut off such 
aid and recall its military mission from Managua. Subsequently, however, 
the Somoza army continued to receive deliveries of arms and other supplies, 
as the press stated, by roundabout ways, for example, via Israel and cer- 
tain other countries, as well as through U.S. military bases in the Panama 
Canal cone. 


According to data in the American press, mercenaries recruited by Somoza in 
the United States fought on the side of the tyranny. The CIA collaborated 
actively with Somoza intelligence, and it endeavored to undermine the unity 
of the SNLF and its positions, as well as weaken support for it by the 
Latin American states, and in particular, Costa Rica.” 


lhe United States in every possible way prevented the supply of weapons to 
the SNLF fighters, in hypocritically urging all countries not to supply 
weapons to either side. Thus, the U.S. embassy in Tunisia, as the Americans 
themselves admitted, virtually on the eve of the Sandinist victory took 
measures to prevent the delivery of weapons and medicines to the patriots. 


in parallel with its activities in the military area, the Carter Administra- 
tion gave particular attention to searching for a political solution to the 
Nicaraguan situation. The main aim of the United States was to prevent the 
SNLF from coming to power. The political maneuvering which continued after 
the overthrow of the Somoza regime, in essence, was unprecedented in U.S. 
Latin American practices. While in the struggle against the Cuban revolu- 
tion Washington basically relied on violent measures of a miiitary and eco- 
nomic nature, and vis-a-vis the National Unity government in Chile, on 











measurements of Cconomic suppression and subversive activities by the CIA 
and other departments, the more "flexible" approach to Nicaragua was both 
a consequence of considering the lessons of the Cuban and Chilean experi- 
ence as weil as a reflection of the new political situation in Latin Amer- 
ica and the world as a whole, 


In searching for alternative "moderate" forces to the Somoza regime, the 
Wnerican ruling circles placed their basic hopes on the Broad Opposition 
Front (BOF) which brought together various bourgeois organizations, In 
operating within the "intermediary mission" set up under the aegis of the 
OAS in September 1978 and consisting of representatives from the United 
States, juatemala and the Dominican Republic, Washington put pressure on 
the bourgeols opposition in the aim of maintaining unchanged the compro- 
mised steucture of the Somoza dictatorship, and in essence made one conces- 
sion after another to this regime, also forcing the BOF to follow this 
line. Ine given tactics led merely to the discrediting of the bourgeois 
opposition in Nicaragua and to a further strengthening of the anti-American 
mood there. As a result, 6 of the 16 organizations participating in the 
BOF moved over to a new political coalition called the National Patriotic 
Front which was an association of a "pro-Sandinist nature."’ The rejection 
by Somoza of the "final" U.S. plan for holding a plebiscite repudiated, in- 
cluding in the ranks of the bourgeois opposition, the very idea of the ad- 
visability of talks with the dictatorial regime, and further emphasized the 
significance of armed struggle as the sole means of overthrowing the dic- 
tatorshi». 





in endeavoring in every possible way to compromise the truly national- 
patriotis nature of the struggle of the Nicaraguan people, the American 
ruling circles continuously stressed the idea that the strugyle against 
the Somota regime was the result of the "intrigues of llavana and Moscow," 
and that the rebel leaders had supposedly been trained in Cuba. To this 
the member of the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction of 
Nicaragui, S. Ramirez replied: "As I understand it, President Carter is 
being told that three (out of five.--V.D.) members of the junta received 
military training and education in Cuba. In actuality, three members of 
the junta were educated in the United States." 


As the revolutionary process developed in Nicaragua, officia. Washington 
became more and more convinced that the further retaining of power by 
Somoza ran contrary to American long-range interests. As was stated in 
the U.S. Congress by the chairman of the Subcommittee for Western Hemis- 
phere Af*airs of the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, FE. Zorinsky, "the 
longer Somoza remains in power, the greater the risk of an e>t emist out- 
come, and the more political polarization in Nicaragua will go beyond 
limits accentable to us and to others, and we will be confrorted with the 
real prospect of the coming to power of a second revolutionary Marxist re- 
gime in his hemisphere." On this question, ZCorinsky recommended that the 
United States help to get rid of Somoza, "if it is possible diplomatical- 
ly, and f necessary by military means."” 











Foreed to consider the determining role of the SNLF and the Junta of the 
Government of National Reconstruction in the Nicaraguan situation and the 
authority of the revolutionary forces outside the country and fearing the 
further "radicalization" of the revolutionary process and the spread of the 
rebel struggle to other Central American countries with dictatorial regimes, 
the Carter Administration decided to establish official contacts with the 
members of the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction of Nic- 
aragua in the search for the ways for a "peaceful settlement." 


Characteristical!y the first official contacts were established immediately 
ufter the American plan of creating "inter-American armed forces" to be 
sent to Nicaragua was rejected by the 17th OAS Foreign Ministers Conference 
(June 1979) llere the U.S, Ambassador W, Bowdler (now Assistant Secretary 
of State for Inter-American Affairs) held talks with representatives from 
the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction of Nicaragua in 

San Jose, Costa Rica, while the newly appointed U.S, Ambassador to Managua, 
lL. Pecezullo (who, however, had not presented his credentials to Somoza) 
uctively was "consulting" with the dictator and his supporters. 


From the evidence in the American press, the course of the direct contacts 
which started at the end of June 1979 between Ambassador Bowdler and the 
members of the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction of Nic- 
aragua, the United States initially endeavored to secure an agreement that 
Somoza would depart by himself creating a government with "broad represen- 
tation,” but this idea was immediately and categorically repudiated.'® 


During all the talks, the patriots assumed a steadfast, principled, but at 
the same time flexible position. Their line was both in consistently de- 
fending the national sovereignty and the victories of the Sandinist army, 
as well as a desire to avoid unnecessary bloodshed and destruction in the 
country, without permitting U.S. military intervention, and while maintain- 
ing a definite level of relations with their northern neighbor in the in- 
terests of rebuilding the devastated economy with U.S. financial and eco- 
nomic aid, 


Soon after the start of the final SNLF offensive against the Somoza dic- 
tatorship, representatives from the Carter Administration began active 
work among the Latin American governments in seeking out an “unified ap- 
proach" to settling the Nicaraguan problem. V. Vaky (at that time, Assist- 
ant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs), W. Bowdler and the spe- 
cialist for Latin American questions at the National Security Council R. 
Pastor, were sent to the countries of the Andean Pact, to Costa Rica and 
Panama. 


Considering as a given outside interference into the Nicaraguan revolution- 
ury process for the purpose of undermining the positions of the patriotic 
forces, the United States came out decisively in favor of "nonintervention, 
when it was a question of providing aid, particularly military aid, to the 
Sandinists. Thus, according to information in the American press, one of 
the purposes of the mission of R. Pastor to Panama was to "caution the 
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lhe achieve! compromise, as events were to show, was immediately violated 
by the Amer.can side when the temporary "successor of Somoza endeavored to 
retain power which he should have immediately turned over to the Provision 
al Democratic Government of National Reconstruction, Confidenee in Wash 
ington was undermined from the very first hours of the existence of new 
Nicaragua, 


\s a result, this maneuver turned out against U.S, interests, in leading to 
uw Situation where its basic hope, the Somoza National Guard, was dissolved 
in a few hours. "And this was actually too bad," admitted the U.S. Ambas 
sudor in Nicaragua, L, Peszullo, "In the Guard were elements which had re- 
sovied to remain, professionals who wanted to help."'! It is quite obvious 
whom the "Guardsmen" of Somoza should help, 


From the very tirst days that the Provisional Democratic Government of 
National Reconstruction was in power, the Carter Administration endeavored 
to prevent the spread of the Nicaraguan example to other Central American 
countries, and to influence the domestic situation in Nicaragua in such a 
manner as even at this stage to prevent its becoming a "second Cuba." For 
this purpose the United States employed both the more concealed, "flexible" 
forms of intervention as well as the traditional methods of political, eco- 
nomic and military blackmail, 


The balanced and restrained policy of the new Niceraguan government which 
stated its desire "to maintain normal diplomatic relations” with the United 
States, as well as the fear of the American ruling circles (who, incident- 
ally, remembered well the failure of their experience with the victorious 
Cuban revolution) of "losing Nicaragua,"' forced them to take measures to 
establish bilateral ties, but with stipulations. As was stated by the U.S. 
Secretary of State C. Vance, "if we turn away from Nicaragua, we most cer- 
tainly will guarantee the collapse of democracy.... We should be patient, 
‘teadfast and ready for inevitable differences of opinion. But as long as 
pluralism flourishes in Nicaragua, and we respect it, | am confident that 
relations will develop successfully."°° 





lhe Carter Administration understood “respect for pluralism" in Nicaragua 

is a Strengthening of the positions of the bourgeois and reformist elements 
in this country as a counterweight to the revolutionary forces rallied 
iround the SNLF and which the United States described as "Marxist." As 
was pointed out by V. Vaky, the United States was strengthening contacts 
‘with many groups on which depends the existence of a healthy pluralistic 
society: the church, the labor elements, the press, but most importantly 
with the private sector, the role of which is vitally important for indus 
trial, agricultural and commercial progress in Nicaragua."!’ 


\fter the victory of the Sandinists, Washington again intensified its work 
imong the bourgeois elements, and focused them against popular power, using, 
in particular, through its mass information media the bugbear of the "left- 
ist danger" and the "threat" to the interests of private entrepreneurship, 
and frightening them by the fact that the Nicaraguan government was 











developing normal relations with the USSR, Cuba and the other socialist 
COUNTRIES On this question the United States openly admitted that the 
\nerican administration was endeavoring to influence the further develop 
went of Sicaragua, in "afte ting the balance of political forces of the 
sanciniets tn the domestic political struggle and the problems separating 


“en 

mu \\ . ad other American agencies mace active use of visits by Nicas bua 

Tate le. ders t¢ he United State: 18 well as trips Ny represent atives of 
White House and wember if Congress to Nicaragua 


ihe United tutes considered its most important lever for influen ing 
iPapueh dotiestic and foreign policy to be economic aid and the play ify 

. Hie economic difficulties of the country which had largely been caused 
the American support “up to the iast" of the Somoza regime, 


- result of the talks in San Jose between Bowdler and the Junta of 
ev vovesnnment of National Reconstruction of Nicaragua, one of the impor 
int elenents in the ee promise reached was that the United States prom 
Jd to pive cubstantial aid in rebuilding the destroyed Nicaraguan economy, 
fowever, aS Was pointed out by the representatives of the revolutionary 
government, the econumic aid provided by the United States to Nicaragua 
 $ certriniy not what the United States promised, and in no way is in keep- 
ig with the size of that country.” Moreover, during the first stage this 
was 'ot of an intergovernmental sort, but rather 4 given to the 


iragies Red Cros 4 
ihe amourt of money needed by Nicaragua for rebuilding its economy was, 
' Lin to Am rican *<* imate . j } ’ ? iion dollars i‘ The limited Le ere 


ovided Nicaragua with “extraordinary aid" amounting to 8 million doilare 
Ir the words of S. Ramires, a number of other countries offered Nicaraguan: 
aid “without any strings attached,” but “only the linited State« imposed 
demands.''? This applies particularily to the economic aid for the 1980 
ef, il year amounting to “S miilion dollars, and 69 percent, in acc: 1 with 
the Amer can provisions, to go to support the private sector; 70 million 
dollars out of the designated total are for credits and loans to buy indus 
trial, agricultural and other goods directly in the United States 


li the course of the months-iong ‘iscussion of the question of granting 
this aid in the U.S. Congress, the stipulation was made that the Nicaraguan 
overnme:t would guarantec “‘\uman rights" in the country, that "free elec- 
tions” would be held, that "freedom of press and speech" would be ensured, 
ind also that "if Cuban and Soviet troops enter Nicaragua, the providing of 
vid will imme diately halt.” The discussion of the question of aid wa 
repestad nut off by the Congress One of the pretexts was, for example, 
the demand ot Congressman &. Sowman to study the “secret document." of the 
U.S. antelligence agencies about the “communist influence in Nicaragua and 
the support provided by Cuba to the guerrilla movement in neighboring 
countries." Such tactics clearly recall the unsuccessful manreuverine of 
‘1onmary Vn ean legi lators over the ques ion of ratifying the 








Panama Trea y, the reference to the CIA "secret documents," as the Ni 
afaguan journalists have pointed out, affirms the intervention of this U.S, 
Caplonage agency ifto the internal affairs of Nicaragua, ' 


The American Congressmen and the representatives of the administration en- 
deavored to link the decision about aid with the position of Nicaragua in 
the United Nations on the so-called “Afghan question,” and to put correspond- 
ing pressure on the Nicaraguan government, As was pointed out by the Amer- 
ican press, on the eve of the voting at the United Nations on this ques- 
tion, the U.S, ‘abassador in Managua, L. Petzullo, "strongly recommended" 
that the Nicariouan government realize the link between this voting and the 
\Wweritcan aid, and on this occasion the member of the national leadership of 
the SNLI, toe minister of internal affairs, 7, Borge, stated: "We prefer 
to die from hunger than follow recommendations on how we should vote, "29 


American representatives have also resorted to various anti-Nicaraguan 
maneuvers in the international financial organizations where the Nicaraguan 
government is taking measures to reorganize its external financial obliga- 
tions which are, a8 a result of imperialist exploitation of the country, 
some 1,5 billion dollars.’' On the question of all these maneuvers, D. 
Ortega has said that “at the same time that the United States has never 
before disputed the necessity of granting aid to the Somoza regime, it is 
approving 400 million dollars of military aid for Pakistan and a million in 
military support for (1 Salvador, it has declared war on our people." 
Washington has not abandoned attempts to influence the political course of 
Nicaragua through the governments of certain Latin American as well as 
Western Luropean countries. 


However, not wishing to “turn away" from Nicaragua and “throw it into the 
embrace of communism," the Carter Administration introduced in Congress a 
proposal to grant 25 million dollars in economic aid to Nicaragua in the 
198] fiecal year, as well as certain funds for purchasing American weapons 
iid training armed forces personnel. In providing for military aid to the 
country, the United States has not concealed its plans to at least some 
degree to neutralize the strong anti-American mood among the Sandinists 
ind related to the years-long military and other U.S. support for the 
Somozta regime. At the same time the United States is endeavoring to pre- 
vent the Nicaraguan government from seeking weapons primarily from the 
socialist states. On the other hand, the American administration still 
fears causing a negative reaction among the neighboring military dictator- 
ships in supplying arms to Nicaragua, particularly in the event of a "'sub- 
tantial turn to the left" in its political course. 


Xecentiy, when the Carter Administration has turned to a policy of intensi- 
fying international tension, American economic aid to Nicaragua has been 
frozen. Thus, in the course of trips by emissaries from Washington through- 
out the countries of Central and South America and even Western Lurope, 
measures have been undertaken to isolate Nicaragua politically and mili- 
tarily for the purpose of preventing any influence on events in El Salvador, 
Guatemala and other neighboring states where a rise in the liberation 





movement can be seen here have been more frequent demonstrations of 
Wierican “Military Muscle’ in the region of Central American and the Carib 
bean Nasin, At the beginning of the present year U.S, military maneuvers 
were heid in the Panama Cana! Sone, and greater activities were shown by 
the "Caribbean Task Porce," one of the purposes of which is to trighten 
Vicaragua over the “consequences” of carrying out a truly independent 
ooliey. Plans are being hatched to create "Caribbean patrol forces." And 
not lastly, the threats of U.S, military intervention in El Salvador are 
iiso directed against Nicaragua. One other measure to strengthen American 
hiiitary presenee in Central America was the holding of a conterence at 

the end of February 1980 in the Panama Canal cone for the mi itary and 
civilian jeaders of the United States together with represen atives of the 
latin Amorican countries, 


hie Main concern of the United States vis-a-vis Nicaragua renains the 
countering of the strengthening of Nicaraguan relations with the USOR, 
(ubsa ond the other socialist countries, American specialists have pointed 
suit that "the threat to U.S. interests is not socialism in Nicaragua, but 
rather the establishing of close Nicaraguan ties with the USSR." Anw 
can official representatives see a "threat" to the national interests of 
the United States even in the presence of Cuban teachers in his country 
flowever, |. Borge during «a visit of a party and governmental delogation of 
‘icaragua to the USSK in March 1980 stressed that "we take our own deci 
sions, and for this reason we are here. We are free and we are using this 
freedom," “ 


The Nicaraguan patriots have drawn their own conclusions from the history 
of U.S. interference inte the internal affairs of their country, and have 
drawn lessons from the Chilean experience and from the practice of Wishing 
ton's aggression against the Cuban revolution. The Nicaraguan peop! are 
showing great caution for the “new flexibility” in the approach of the 
United States to the Sandinist revolution, and are waking a decisive rebuff 
to the attempts of Washington to intervene in the revolutionary process. 


Against the background of the American policy of undermining.the Ni araguan 
revolution, the completely different type of relations between the USSR and 
the new Nicaragua is assuming particular strength and international recog- 
nition, As was pointed out in the joint Soviet-Nicaraguan communique, 
these relations are developing “on a basis of strict observance of the 
principles of equality, sovereignty, mutual respect and noni iterterence 
into the internal affairs of one another."*° The solidarity of the USSR, 
the fraternal socialist countries and all progressive forces of the world 
with the Nicaraguan revolution is an important factor for coincering the 
imperialist maneuvers against Nicaragua. 
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INTERNAT | ONAL 


SHAKHNAZAROV ON STATE OF ALI PEOPLE, WORKERS' POWER 
Yerevan KOMMUNIST in Russian 19 Aug 80 p 3 


‘Article by Doctor of Legal Sctences G. Shakhnazarov: ‘The Power of the 
working Clase and the State of All the People"| 


|Text] ihe conclusion concerning the Soviet state's conversion from an instru- 
ment of the dictatorship of the proletariat to a political organization of 

all the people was drawn by the CPSU on the basis of an analysis of the quali- 
tative changes which have occurred in Soviet society. This concluston is 
based primarily on the fact that the sociopolitical and ideological unity 

of all classes and strata of the population, which crossed over to the posit- 
tions of the working class, became established in our country. Thue the 

need for the dictatorship of the proletariat as the form of the political 
leadership of society disappeared. It is appropriate to recall that even 
prior to the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution V.I. Lenin 
pointed to the need for the dictatorship of the proletariat only in the 
transitional period from capitalism to socialism. This idea was enshrined 

in the 1918 RSFSR Constitution and in the 1919 Ukrainian SSK Vonstitution. 


Of course, individual statements could not have served as an adequate theo- 
retical basis for political conclusions, even less for the corresponding 
practical transformations. After all, it is not just a matter simply of 
giving the state a new name. It was necessary to comprehensively evaluate 
the changes that had occurred in the process of socialist transformations in 
the economy and culture, production relations and the social structure and 
come up with a suitable solution to the problems of controlling society and 
radically improving the entire political system. The examination of the 
issue culminated in the adoption of the new USSR Constitution in October 
1977. 


The idea of the state of all the people was adopted by many communist and 
workers parties of the socialist countries and enshrined as tieir program 
requirement. At the same time revisionist and reformist theoreticians at- 
tempted to use the proposition of the state of all the people as evidence 
that the dictatorship of the proletariat had become outdated or was even 
altogether a mistake. Beijing, on the other hand, declared tni« position 
. betravel of Marxism-Leninism. It is not difficul , however, t« | chat 
these outwardly seemingly diametrically opposite positions conceal one and 
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the same enceavore=to arti! ieiably counterpose democracy and the political 


power of the working class, The power of the proletariat is not to the 
liking of the right, proletarian democracy is not to the liking of the "lelt- 
fats." The fact that the conclusion concerning the conversion of the Soviet 


state into a state of all the people had been precisely formulated in CPSU 
documents ts of fundemental significance in this connection, First, this 
conversion became possible as a consequence of the fulfillment by the dictat- 
Orship of the proletariat of its historic mission in the USSR; second, the 
working class's leading role in society is objectively preserved in the state 
of all the people; and, third, the state of all the people continues to ful- 
fill in the inteernattonal arena the functions which ensue from the interna- 
tional duty of che working class, which had come to power. 


Critieizing the idea of the state of all the people, various theoreticians 
from the reformist camp even recommend that Marxists renounce the very hege- 
mony of the working class, Such counsel is substantiated, moreover, by re- 
ferences to objective changes in the social structure brought about by the 
scientific-technical revolution. 


indeed, we can currently observe a rapid growth in labor skills, and un- 
skilled manpower is being superseded as a consequence. For example, at 
enterprises producing electronic equipment scientific research and engineer- 
ing-technical personnel and employees constitute four-fifths of total per- 
sonnel. And there is no reason to dispute Western economists’ forecasts 

that from 80 to 95 percent of those employed in the most technology-intensive 
sectors of industry will be recruited from the ranks of engineers, techni- 
cians and specialists with diplomas in various fields by the year 2000. 


Bourgeois and, in concert with them, reformist ideologists draw the follow- 
ing conclusion from these facts and assumptions: the proletariat is gradual- 
ly disappearing, being deproletarianized and dissolving into some kind of 
middle class. Thus it is gradually being integrated into the capitalist sys- 
tem inasmuch as the middle class has no reason to encroach on the existing 
orders. 


The entire point, however, is that bourgeois ideologists are passing off the 
wish for the reality. The social changes connected with the scientific- 
technical revolution corroborate neither the old nor the new versions of the 
bourgeois theories which attempt to belittle or reduce to nothing the eco- 
nomic and sociopolitical significance of the working class. On the contrary, 
in the new structure of the production forces it objectively plays an even 
more important part than before insofar as it becomes the cocreator and 
controller of powerful equipment and the principal character of the entire 
production process and no longer merely its "basement" oriented predominantly 
toward physical labor. The development of modern production is proceeding 
hand in hand with a numerical growth of the proletariat and the involvement 
in its composition of new soctal groups. 


Official statistical data testify incontrovertibly not to the deproletariani- 
zation but, on the contrary, to the broadening of the ranks of the working 











clase, Thus from 1950 through 1973 the numbers of workers in industry, 
construction and transportation in the United States grew 15.3 percent and 
reached 2).9 million people, including the 15 million workers of heavy and 
light industry constituting the factory-plant proletariat. In aggregate 
the working class of the production sphere has risen to 26 million persons, 
and Lf we add to this the conatantly growing detachment of workers employed 
in the norproduction aphere, the overall number amounts to 59 million==«the 
overwhelming majority of the gainfully employed population, 


let us suppose, however, that the forecasts which say that even in the near 
future the proportion of mental labor will considerably exceed that of phy- 
sical laber and that, subsequently, the former will supersede the latter 
catirely come about in full. Incidentally, this conforma in principle with 
the conce;t of Marxism-Leninism concerning the surmounting of the essential 
ifferences between the two main types of labor activity. Let us also as- 
sume that this will occur before the transition to socialism is accomplished 
woridwide Does it follow from this that any problem of the struggle of the 
workers of hired labor against the capitalist system and, in particular, 
igainst relations based on capitalist private ownership is removed alto- 
sether? ly no means. In a society where on the one hand capital and, on 
the other, hired labor (irrespective of the collars worn by the workera-- 
white, blue or black) are preserved, antagonism will remain also. It is 
simply that the working class will be represented therein by hired and ex- 
plotted workers of mental labor. 


it may be objected that, as experfence shows, among workers of mental labor 
the gravitation toward cooperation withthe powers that be is strong and that 
they will hardly conceive a desire to take on themselves the reorganization 
f soctety, even less by way of revolution. Indeed, as is frequently the 
-ase now also, a certain proportion of the most highly paid spectaliet« will 
gravitate toward collaboration with the ruling stratum. As far as the bulk 
of the future "white-collar" workers is concerned, their frame of mind, in- 
cluding their capacity for being imbued with revolutionary fervor, will be 
determinec not by the type of labor in which they are engaged but by the 
extent of their exploitation. Intellectuals are no less capable of wishing 
for socia ism than workers. 


The power of the working class will grow simultaneously with the development 
of these processes. It has already proven in practice its directing role in 
soctety's development, having acquired political competence and knowledge 
along the entire perimeter of modern science and technology and having mas- 
tered the pinnacles of scientific management in a comparatively short time. 
This is now a real fact confirmed by the entire history of the building of 
socialism in the USSR and a number of other countries. 
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NATIONAL 


KOMSOMOL RA. KOMS' LAXITY ALLOWS CROP LOSSES 

Voronezhskaya Oblast Report 
Moscow KOMSOMOL'SKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 24 Aug 80 p 1 
[T. Khoroshilova report: "Where Are You, laykom Members?") 


|Text] Liskinskiy Rayon--Iin half an hour there was not a single call to the 
traffic-control group directing the motor transport of Liskinskiy Rayon. 


"This year there has not been an occasion when any farm has been short of 
vehicles," traffic controller A.S. Kolomytsev explained. "On the contrary. 
We occasionally have to remove some of the vehicles from the harvesting 
routes to prevent them standing idle. For today only six farms have re- 
quests in for grain to be shipped from the threshing floors to the eleva- 
tor. For tomorrow only three. So not many vehicles are needed." 


To persuade ourselves of the truth of his words we set off for the Davydov- 
skiy Elevator. There was not a single vehicle loaded with grain at the 
pass-issuing facility. 


"Tl was afraid that two unloaders would not be enough to cater for the opera- 
tion of auch a powerful elevator," Elevator Director M.F. Lllarionov said. 
"But even these often have nothing to do. We have received in a month 
grain which can be handled in 2 days." 


Why is the grain being handed over to the state by the farms so poorly’ 
Reference is made in the rayon to the dry summer, which drew the moisture 
from the ears and left the grain shriveled. But alarm signals are being re- 
ceived in the "Komsomol Searchlight" headquarters: people cannot harvest 
what has been cultivated in the fields without losses and they are failing 
to get it to the elevator. 


Yellow trails of grain on the shoulders of the highway catch the eye. Not 
a kilo or two but quintals of spilled grain were scattered about in the 
dust. 














"At the Liskinakoye Motor=Transport Enterprise-4, where | work," driver 
Nikolay Gar'kovakly explained, "we were not given canopies. You can take 
as many as you wish for the GAZ=5l, but they have not yet been sewn up for 
the large-capacity motor vehicles. So you have to get them by hook or by 
erook, Sometimes you are happy to get even a torn one. At least some of 
the grain will be covered, After all, you cannot get by without canoples 
on our roads. Particularly those which lead to remote farms. Hollows and 
ruts,” 


Indeed, sot far from the rayon center, beyond Davydovka, the asphalt became 
dirt roal, The vehicle rolled from side to side and skidded onto the should- 
ers. The "Kolkhida,” which was loaded with grain, was skidding ahead of 

us, and its back was jolting so violently that a golden stream of grain was 
spurting out from under the canopy and landing on the ground. The spots 
wvich had not been smoothed and pounded down with gravel by the road build- 
ers were being filled in with grain. 


Stopping on the outskirts of the village of Selyanoye, we set. off for the 
threshing floor of the "Donskoy" Kolkhoz. The grain lay right there on the 
ground, which had neither been stamped down or covered with straw, and 
streams of wheat were seeping into the cracks in the ground. 


Ihe day vefore's rain had flattened the storage piles and swept the grain all 
over the yard. We found neither canopies with which it should be covered 

in wet weather nor special fixtures nor, as a last resort, even ordinary 
boards which could have prevented the grain being carried away with the 
water. 


We covered the whole village Looking for threshing floor chief P. Ye. Ches- 
nokov, but, not finding him, neaded for the second kolkhoz threshing floor. 
Here the grain was stored on asphalted areas and some under awnings even. 
But at tae fence we saw the same picture as at the first threshing floor. 
The grain had been washed here by streams of rainfall. 


"It is nothing, it will dry out and be used for fodder for the livestock." 
threshing floor chief M.D. Pastushkov blithely reasoned. "It will amount to 
just 5 quintals."’ 


We explain that it is not a questionof just any grain but of 500 kilos of 
selected seed wheat. 


lhe grain areas at the threshing floor of the "Davydovskiy" Kolkhoz which we 
visited vere found to be in order, and some of the storage piles were covered 
with canopies. The grain from the remainder was being carried by the con- 
vevor to the vehicles. The loading was proceeding slowly, and in order to 
speed it up a tractor had been fitted with a hopper and it was additionally 
loading the vehicle. 


"There is a shortage of grain-handling equipment," threshing floor chief 
. Ye. Syaykin complained. “Every year it is replaced in the fields, but 
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we are the last in line. We were forced to appeal to our patrons, the workers 
of the Georgiu-Dezhskiy O1l-Extraction Plant for the installation of one 

more grain-cleaning unit. They delivered it to us 3 years ago, but they 
cannot get it set up." 


Vehicles carrying grain from the combines were arriving at the threshing 
floor of the neighboring "Voskhod" Kolkhoz. But the barley was tiny and 
weedy. The decision to drive to the field where it came from was automatic. 


We found brigade leader Valentina Shchukina checking the quality of the 
threshed grain yield. Making a simple calculation involving the grain in the 
chaff, she bitterly admitted that the losses were considerable. 


The rain, which has now stopped, prolonged the harvesting. The barley was 
about 2 days overripe. The rolls are dry on top. As far as just the spike- 
lets of the thresher are concerned, they are shattered here, but at the bot- 
tom the ears are damp. The grain from them threshes badly and remains in 
the straw. But it is not only the wet weather which is the reason for the 
poor-quality harvesting. Wherever you walk you can pick up unthreshed ears 
in the stubble from which a hefty sheaf could easily be quickly gathered. 
Perhaps the schoolchildren or the kolkhoz members' wives follow the combines 
to glean the ears? 


"No," Valentina shook her head, "the personnel situation is bad here. We 
did not even think to call on the boys." 


To a question concerning the amount of yield of the field, the brigade 
leader shrugged uncertainly. 


"It was 15 quintals per hectare before the rain. Now less." 


The vehicles crossing the field press the lost ears into the ground. This 
is how the barley is threshed--by the wheels of the combines and motor ve- 
chiles. 


Minor blunders, it would seem: holes in the canopies, ruts in the roads, 
unthreshed ears in the field, but the result is lost grain. It is being 
lost through the fault of the motor transport workers, who have made a poor 
job of fitting out the harvesting machinery, and the traveling highway sec- 
tor workers, who have not gotten around to putting the roadway in order, and 
on account of the lax management which reigns at the threshing floors. The 
sooner an end is put to the losses, the better the public granaries will be 
filled. Let's get things in order. 
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Komsomol Central Committee Criticism 
Moscow KOMSOMOL'SKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 26 Aug 80 p 1 


(Komsomol Central Committee decree on the article "Where Are You, Raykom 
Members?" published in KOMSOMOL'SKAYA PRAVDA of 24 August 1980] 


fext] KIMSOMOL'SKAYA PRAVDA of 24 August this year carried an article en- 
titled "Wiere Are You, Raykom Members?" which dealt with shortcomings in 
the activity of Voronezhskaya Oblast's Komsomol committees in mobilizing the 
young people tor the harvesting. Earlier the paper had carried a number of 
articies on the inadequate organizing and mass-political work of the Kom- 
somol orginizations of Belgorodskaya, Kalininskaya and Khar'kcvskaya ob- 
Lasts in che period of the harvesting campaign. 


here are instances of the Komsomol committees' formal attituce in the organ- 
ivatton of the socialist competition of the young men and women engaged in 
he harvesting, the work of the Komsomol-youth fodder-producing collectives, 
the struggle against losses of grain, vegetables and other agricultural 
products and the social life and recreation of the young workers. Certain 
Komsomol committees are failing to display due initiative and high-minded- 
ness in eilisting young people in the preparations for the wintering of the 
livestock: the creation of dependable stocks of fodder for public animal 
husbandry, the modernization and repair of the livestock sect:ons and the 
construction and continuous operation of the fodder preparation shops and 
units. 





The Komsonol Central Committee Secretariat resolves: 


1. To point out to the Komsomol's Voronezhskiy Obkom Bureau (Comrade 4.5. 
Yezhikov) the existing shortcomings in the mobilization of the young people 
for the timely and high-quality harvesting. 


That the union republic Komsomol central committees and the Komsomol kraykoms 
and obkoms must adopt additional measures to insure the concrete and effec- 
tive participation of the Komsomol organizations and young men and women in 
the harvesting, the struggle against losses of cultivated agricultural prod- 
ucts, fodder procurement and preparation of the livestock units for the win- 
ter period. 


2. That the editorial offices of KOMSOMOL'SKAYA PRAVDA and the oblast, 

kray and republic Komsomol newspapers and the youth editorial offices of 
radio and television must increase the illustration of the participation of 
Komsomol members and young people in the harvesting operations, persistently 
propagandize examples of highly productive work and progressive experience 
and resolutely expose and persts. y strive to put an end to existing 
shortcomings. 


The decree adopted by the Komsomol Ccntral Committee Secretariat is addressed 
today to every committee of the Komsomol, which is called on to commission 
all potential resources. 








Of course, the severe weather trials have made performance of the ent .re 
complex of operations more difficult. But where the work has been organized 
with regard for the whims of the weather, it has been possible to maneuver 
the equipment and maintain the pace of fodder procurement. Unfortunately, 
all the youth's resources in providing animal husbandry with fodder have 
been mobilized far from fully in Tambovskaya, Penzenskaya, Kalininskaya, 
Kirovekaya and Smolenskaya oblasts. Sluggishness has also been displayed 

in this matter in the Chuvashskaya, Mariyskaya and Bashkirskaya ASSR's. The 
Komsomol's Omakiy Obkom is failing to display due energy in the creation of 
a fodder base. 


It should be eophasized that in certain Ural and West Siberian oblasts, where 
there is a big harvest of grasses, the Komsomol committees must step up the 
pace of fodder procurement. 


lt is the Komsomol committees’ duty to display the maximum energy to procure 
as much hay as possible, lay in haylage and silage and provide the livestock 
sections with grass meal, There is more straw than in any other year. But 
the fodder shops are not operating everywhere. The fodder shops are in 
need of urgent repair at many livestock sections, After all, the fodder 
simply has to be steamed. The task today is to insure that each Livestock 
section has an operating fodder shop. 





The Komsomol committees have accumulated sufficient practical experience of 
joint work with the farm authorities. The point is to insure that this ex- 
perience be applied everywhere and turn into high indicators of the produc- 
tion of animal husbandry products. 


Comrade Komsomol organizers, comrade Komsomol members! There is currently 
no more responsible task than the unconditional fulfillment of the first 
commandment. Over the entire boundless field of harvesting operations the 
Komsomol-youth collectives, whether they be combine operators, drivers or 
grain driers, are models of selfless and heroic labor, zealousness and 
thrift. And we must be all the more intolerant of instances of complacency 
and low procurement discipline. Furthermore, an incomprehensible attitude 
toward preservation of public property--grain--is displayed in some places. 
The grain must not be allowed to accumulate on the threshing floors, spoil 
and be lost during shipment to the elevators. 


It is the Komsomol committees’ patriotic duty to insure by all means of 
ideological and organizing work the young people's effective participation 
in fulfillment of the first commandment--this sacred and illustrious tradi- 
tion of all generations of the Lenin Komsomol. 
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NPGIONAL 


WKRAINIAN PARTY ORGANIZATIONS STUDY PUBLIC OPINION 


Kiev PO! ZNAMENEM LENTNIZMA in Russian No 13, Jul SO pp J3-)> 


Artici«e by ¥. Polovete, secretary of the Chernigovakiy obkom o1 the 
ikrainien Communist Party: "Study, Form Public Opinion” 

rext The party committee of one Shernigov'’s largest enterprise une 
Khimvolokno” Association -- examined the question of Speeding up the tra 
tion periods of shop and complexes to new technological equipment, The <! 


tors cf the leading services and the specialists of the enterprise spoke 
“ith detailed information. The decision remained to be made...., 


But how do the workers regard the innovations’ Has the party mum it 
tudied the opinion of the collective?” 


Thie question was justified, it has tirmiy become a rule ir the wore a 
tices o: our oblast’s party organigations: When sciving this or that pr 
blem, t» find out what the people think about it, what is public of 
regarding it, and to take this into consideration in daily work, Then du 
ing the session of the association's party committee, a poirt was introduced 
into the decision which was adopted: to wee every resource ideological 
influence to form an interested attitude and ensure the active participatio: 
of all llective members in carrying out the program for transferring m 
juction to the new technological] rails. 


x par.y has a wonderful tradition -- it consults with the people on each 
important matter, Under the conditions of developed socialism where society 
has reached a high stage in the movement toward social unifcrmity and wher 


the state has become a state of all the people, the role of e workers’ 
opinion in organizing political and economic activity has grow nsiderably. 
The , Tr rere . and the new Constitution of the WSF have cor vincingly 


emphasized this, The decree, “On Further improving Ideological, Political 
and Indoctrinational we rk”, py ‘nts out that wuer solving the taek: ‘ 








maunist d:doctrination it is necessary "to pay special attention to | 16 
deep and comprehensive study of public opinion and sociological research." 


The foree of public opinion is a conétructive force, Party work practices, 
themselvea,convince one of thila, For example, until recently during the 
meetings of kolkhog members and the sessions and conferences of farm direct- 
ra and agricultural specialists in ow oblast the opinion was frequentiy 
expressed that, when summing up the resulte of socialist competition and 


wher sluating the elfectiveness of work in crop cultivation, the product 
lvity-per-hectar indicator could not serve as an objective evaluation crit- 
erla, It did ake into consideration the differences in the natural 


fertility oi the Land r the competing liarms,. As is KNOWN our oblast is 
located ir vwo climatic sones -- the Poles'ye and the Lesostepi, What kind 
of eoual conditions can one talk about if one farm sows grain on sandy 801] 
uid tne other -=- on fertile black earth? 


Having paid att».tion to thle, they introduced a new rating indicator -- a 
productivity per hectare rating. This permitted the competition conditions 
to be compared on collectives and stimulated the search for progressive 

agrotechnical methods, Naturally, the socialist competition for effective 


we of the land became more effective and concrete, The movement was expand- 
la ~ the rural workers under the Slogan: “A badge of quality for each 
»" At the pr t time, the title of "“rarm of High Agricultural Crops” 
has been awarded to 72 kolkhoz and sovkhoz, and the oblast’s experience in 


the rational use of the land has been commended by the CPSU Central Committee. 


The result of the search convinced us of the need to create a system tor 

the study of public opinion and to use its results to improve political work. 
Based on a decision of the party obkom bureau, an oblast council to study 
public opinion was created two years ago. Councils like this are now funct- 
toning in the city and rayon party committees. 

The composition of the oblast council consists of 35 people -- representat- 
ives of party, soviet, trade union and Komsomol organs and public organiza- 
tions. They are combined into six sections -- party -political, moral- 

legal, cial services, general information, sociological research, and one 
for studving the attitudes of the different population groups. 


The task of cystematically providing the oblast party committee bureau with 
information on today's most urgent problems, which are being examined in 
the obkom, and of developing -- with a consideration of public opinion-- 
recommendations for party committees and the ideological aktiv to improve 
explanatory and indoctrinational work, has been placed on the oblast 
eouncil. The council is also responsible for coordinating the activity 

the city and rayon councils for studying public opinion. The meetings 

the incils are held once a@ quarter. 


What are the functions and role of the sections in the work of this ideol- 
ofical institute? 





The Party-Political Ir!ormation Section analyses the workers’ comments on 
the mont impertant politioal evente and questions which are anked by llaten- 
era durin leetures, political information exchanges, discussions, and 
political etudies, and conduete a public poll on this or that direction in 
the activity of the party committees, Thus, public opinion in studied and 
raidered When preparing practically every question for examination during 
jlenumhe, tiv meetings and party committee bureau sessions, Ways to form 
' are de ined in the decisions which are adopted, 


[he purposeful study of publie opinion ie conducted by meana | oC lologioal 
research and polls, for example, during the preparation of the question, 
"On Further Raising the Level of Organigational and Mass Political work by 
Party Orgwigsations in Vevele oping Socialist C mpetition in Lieht of the 
emandi the 25th CPSU Congress,” ‘for review by the Chernigovekiy party 

rhom' lenua, soclological research was performed in 17 of the city' 
enterprises usi:e the questionnaire method, The conclusions drawn from th: 
resulte o° the poll permitted the socialist competition conditions to be 
‘mproved and ensured its wide publicity, Repeat research in these sane 
oliectivos revealed a growth in the authority and effectiveness of social- 

t compe ition. In particular, the members of the work collectives gave a 
high evalimtion to the practice of defending socialist obligatione 


The Moral Legal Information Section studies and analyses the legal situation 
ud the svate of public order, and condenses information on family relations, 


The study of the workers' comments on personal services and o: medical, 
ommunal, -rade,and cultural servicegare continuously in the sight of the 
‘oclal Se‘vices Information Section, 


Tre General Information Section studies and analyses the workers’ letter 
and statenente and tourists’ comments on excursion services, 


The coune 1] also devotes constant attention to studying the attitudes o! 
individua population groups -- youth, women, pensioners, hourewives, 


his comp. ex approach to the study and processing of iniormation guarantees-- 
it seems +o us--both completeness and thoroughness in the stucy of public 
opinion, 


The counc 1 and its sections maintain continuous communications with the 
different organizatione and institutions which provide them with verified 
ard effec’ ive information. Thus, for example, information on the interests 
of pupile and students arrives from the obkom, raykoms and gorkoms of the 
Komsomol, the rayon public education sections, and military conmissariats. 
The counc 1 informs the bureau for labor management and the use of labor 
resource. abcut the causes for personnel turbulence in this or that enter- 
prise, Considerable material arrives from Zhek party organizations, social 
security organs, party veteran councils, ZAGS _registry! offices, people's 
‘ourts, ec. 








Naturally, the party, soviet and administrative organs and the mass in/or- 
mation and propaganda systems -- press, television and raaio-- are an import- 
ant and more capacious souree for the council for studying public opinion, 


We strive to develop and support the constructive force of public opinion 
in every way possible, The oblast party organizations see in the paying o! 
more attention to positive examples of work and to the experiences of pro- 
gressive people and innovators and of patriotic initiatives and calle and in 
the inetilling of intolerance for any deviation from socialist norme of 
morality, an important condition for the success of these efforts, 


All thie creates a favorable moral psychological climate in work collectives 
and @ situation of creative research, and contributes to the development of 
the workers’ labor and social-political activity, 


A general indicator of the fruitful efforts of party, trade union and Komsom- 
ol organisations and of soviet and economic organs is the awarding of the 
temporary Red Banner of the GPSU Central Committee, the USSR Council’ ef Minist- 
ers, the AUCCTU, and the Komsomol Central Committee for four years in a row 

to our oblast for its successes in the All-Union Socialist Competition. 


A significant source of information is the editorial mail of ob2ast, city 
rayon, and rayon newspapers. The workers’ letters are a distinctive type ot 
barometer which objectively reflects public opinion, touching ites deepest 
layers. Therefore, the councils for studying public opinion analyze with 
great attention the nature of the editorial mail, and are constantly guided 
by this analysis when developing summaries and recommendations, 


What do the letters of the workers to the party committee, the ispolkom of 
the Council] of People's Deputies and the editors primarily testify to today? 
In the majority of them it is the growing political activity of the people 
and their desire to carry out the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress succ- 
esefully and increase their contribution to solving the tasks of the 10th 
Five-Year Plan, More than 19,000 suggestions, of which 90 percent have al- 
ready beer realized, have come from the inhabitants of the city of Chernigov 
since the beginning of the five-year plan. 


The analysis of the workers’ letters when studying public opinion contributes 
to the search for new and more effective forms in working with them. for 
example, the oblast newspaper DESNYANS'KA PRAVDA has begun to hold an “Open 
Letter Day.” One was recently held in the Novogavodskiy Rayon of the oblast 
center, Here is how this mass measure was conducted. 


Long before meeting with the readers, posters, informing about the “Open 
Letter Day", and post office boxes for letters were hung in all the rayon's 
large industrial enterprises, All the letters which were received were group- 
ed according to their problems. Answers to the questions contained in them 
vere prepared by the chairman of the gorispolkom, workers of the Pagsageinen, 
directors of the enterprises and various services of the rayon, and journal 








late, The Workers, employees, youth who were atudying -- representatives of 
all the vrayon's population @roups-- assembled on one of thelr free days in 
the Chem ats’ falace uf Culture, It was not simply a meeting to solve this 
vr that (uestion, It wae an oper exchange of cpinione on problems of vital 
importance which undoubtedly contributed both to the inatilling of activity 
'n the people and to the formation of a definite public opinion with respect 
Lo the problems dieturbing an urban dweller, 


peaker .nd political informer groups and agitation collectives play a Large: 
le in the etudy and formations of public opinion. They can judge public 
irio, com the nature and content of the listeners’ questions and comments, 
Yrited mw lit'ecal dayea alse help us in thie, 


Not i ng@ @eo the party obkom adopted a decree wiich requised party, soviet 
| nic orgune and the mase propaganda and information systems o! the 
last * thoroughly analyse and consider in thelr practical work the quest- 

no asked of lecturerg, speakers, other party committee workers, and the 
sical axtiv which touch upon the problems of organizing and improving 
he work of the oblast industrial enterprises, kolkhoz, sovkhoz, cultural and 
personal services, and public life, 


blast party organizations are continously improving the forme and methods 
‘\deolc gical and tndoctrinational work with a consideration for public 
osinton. It is taken into consideration, for example, when developing topics 
r lect:.rea,discussions and reports and when selecting some form or other 
mass political influenee., Thus, when analyzing the eflectiveness of 
propaganca work, the party-political information section of the oblast coun- 
cil for ; tudying public opinion established that such forms o! masse propaganda 
as evenirg question and answer sessions and “round table” discussions ensured 
the greatest interest and high attendance. It was recommendei that th ose 
work [forms be practiced more widely. 


An analyris made by the councils in the collectives showed that problems o! 
morality evoked great interest in the people. The fact that newspaper and 
magazine material, movies, and television shows on this subject enjoy steady 
popularity testifies to this also, 


However, we noted that publications on the subject of morais at times concen- 
trate attention only on negative phenomena, and we took steps to eliminate 
this dis;roportion. Now, more attention is paid to the revealing of moral 
purity ard the height of the moral position of a Soviet individual, This 
avenue became the basic one in oral political propaganda and agitation and 

in press and local radio material. Thus, the oblast newspaper LESNYANS'KA 
PRAVDA ur veiled on its pages the column, "Your Moral Values". (. Ff. Odintsov 
a delegate to the 25th CPSU Congress and a lathe operator in the Nezhinskiy 
Mecharicc. ‘lant, begar it with a discussion of the duty of a citizen and 
the honor of a worker. The subject soon shifted from the pages ot the news- 
paper to the hall of the work collective. It evoked continuous interest 
there, 








The constant study of public opinion enriches our economic and social 
practices with new and important features, and helps the broad interests and 
neede of the workers to be better and more thoroughly considered in economic, 
ideological and public activity, 


An effective help to the oblast party committees was the research conducted 
by the workers o! the Kiev branch of the Inetitute of Sclentitic Atheiam 

of the CPSU Central Committee Academy of Social Sciences and the Ukrainian 
SSR Academy of Social Sciences and the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sciences' 
Institute of Philosophy. The summaries of the scientists on questions per- 
taining to the inatilling of atheis tic convictions and the increases in the 
effectiveness vo: the process of forming valuable orientations in the area 

of work activity helped us to plan the work of the councils for studying 
public opinion in these important avenues of ideological work, 


At the same time, oblast party organizations are experiencing a number of 
ditficulties in the work of studying and forming public opinion. They are 
primarily linked with the practices of conducting sociological research, 
Thus, practical workers need scientifically sound type programs for ctudying 
public opinion and centrally developed questionnaires for the polls. 


Arn increase in the level of the party workers' sociological knowledge is 

also desirable, Evidently, in order to solve this task it would be advisable 
to devote in the programe of party training institutions more attention to 
studying questions on the methodology, methods and techniques of concrete 
sociological research and the conduct of practical classes on these subjects. 
The benefit from a broad exchange of party organization experiences would 
also be unquestionable, 


In his report to the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, 
Comrade L, 1. Brezhnev emphasized the need to approach in a solicitous 
manner all that is positive in our work, and regard derelictions and short- 
-omings critically. This now determines the content and direction of the 
activity of the oblast party organizations and the councils for studying 
public opinion. 


In developing the socialist competition in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress, 
party committees are striving to put into operation every reserve to success- 
fully fulfill and overfulfill the plans for the concluding year of the 10th 
Five-Year Plan and to ensure stable work during the first year of the llth 
Five-Year Plan. As practice shows, some of these reserves are the construc- 
tive capabilities of public opinion. 


OOPYRIGHT: Izedatel'stvo “Radyan'ska, ukrayina", “Pod znamenem le pinizma", 
19%, 
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PROBLEMS OF DECREASING AGRICULTURAL LABOR FORCE IN LITHUANIA 
Vilnius TESA in Lithuantan 1 Aug 80 p 2 


[Article by Juozas Kontautas and Vytautas Skebas, scientific researchers 

of the Apricultural Economics Institute (Zemés Gkio ekonomikos institutas), 
Birsai ravon, entitled "For the Farms, a New Generation of Trained Agri- 
cultural Specialists" and “Occupational Schools Are the Way") 


[Text] (n 1959, 61 percent of the population of the republic lived in 
rural Lithuania, while in 1979 the picture is quite different: now 61 
percent of the people live in cities and only 39 percent in rural areas. 


During the Last decade, the rural population decreased by about 1.5 per- 
cent annually, while the agricultural labor force decreased by over 2 
percent. This is why there is a labor shortage on some tarms. this is 
espectaliy true in the rayons of the north and northeast, where there 
are farms having more than 20 hectares of farm land for each able-bodied 
wmricultural worker (the republic average is 9.7 hectares). 


in Birgai rayon, the ratio is 12.5 hectares of farm land for each able- 
bodied collective farmer. However, the situation is not the same on all 
rayon farms. For example, on the PabirZé, Kirdonys and "Tarybinis artojas' 
("Soviet Plowman") collective farms the number is 7-9 hectares of farm 
land, while on the Papilys, “Auksiné varpa" ("Golden Ear of Grain") and 
Einoriat collective farms it is 17-18 hectares. 


With the continuing spread of technological progress, agricultural special- 
ists and qualified mass profession cadres become the determining force 

in the countryside. A lack of the latter especially hinders the develop- 
ment of production. There is a shortage of qualified mass profession 
specialists on the farms of BirZai rayon. For example, at the beginning 

of 1979, for every 100 tractors and combines there were, on the average, 
only 87 tractor operators. For these and other reasons, persons in the 
aforementioned occupations worked not 240 but 250 work days annuaily. 


And that's not all. The so-called aging trend of agricultural workers 
is also evident: about 24-25 percent of the population of collective 
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farms is of retirement age. It is true that many of them participate 
actively in social production, But this is not the primary work force, 


Given such a situation, it is especially important to prepare a new 
generation of agricultural workers for the future. And this is what 
perceptive farm managers are doing. From the “Latavoji Zemé" ("Free 
Land") collective farm alone, 11 people are studying with the help of 
farm scholarships. The collective farm has many young people under the 
age of 30-=-21 percent of all able-bodied workers. More than half of 
them are qualified mass profession specialists. 


The Pabirk£é cot) vctive farm has well-outfitted mechanical repair shops 

and other production buildings, and that is why on this farm the problem 
of machine operators and other trained personnel, it can be said, is 
nonexistent. This is a major achievement of the collective farm chairman, 
Alfonsas Mikelénas. 


But the same cannot be said about the Birgai rayon's Papilys collective 
farm. This is one of the farms where the labor shortage is most acute. 
And there is nothing surprising about that: although the farm center is 
in a pleasant little town, the last house the collective farm paid for 
was built five years ago. The mechanical repair shops are old, small 
and poorly outfitted; only two tractors at a time can be repaired there. 
Such working and living conditions understandably do not encourage young 
people to choose agricultural occupations. 


Matters concerning Livestock raising specialists are a cause for con- 
cern. Close to two thousand people in the Birdai rayon work in this 
field. That is not many. To institute the five-day work week everywhere, 
it would be necessary to hire an additional four hundred people. But 
where are they going to come from? 


The education of milkers is of special concern. Only the "Svyturys" 
("Beacon") and "Zemé maitintoja” ("The Nourishing Earth") collective 
farms have a larger number of milkers who have completed secondary school. 


Such a situation did not arise by chance. Work in livestock production 
field is not easy, but people are most often discouraged from working on 
these specialized farms by the poor working conditions. This applies, 
of course, not only to the mechanical equipment on farms, or to living 
quarters. Working conditions include regular vacations, the number of 
work days and job regimen. If milkmaids begin work at 5 o'clock in the 
morning, one can hardly expect to find young people on dairy farms. We 
also cannot expect any youth to come work on farms which operate without 
regular days off. In the meantime, people on the specialized farms of 
as many as nine collectives in the Birfai rayon have to work more than 
300 days annually--60 more than is customary in the national economy. 


It's doubtful whether matters in livestock production will improve unless 
a five-day work week is established for all livestock workers and the 
milkers' schedules are rearranged to eliminate night work, if dairy farms 
are not completely mechanized. 





An equally significant queation ta where will the young people who go 

into livestock production come from, For some time now, mase profession 
apecialiate in livestock ralsing have been prepared by rural occupational- 
technical schools, The Cerniachovakia collective farm chairman, Albinas 
Hrokoriua, and managers of other farme are satiafied with thin arrange- 
ment. Unfortunately, not everyone is convinced of the usefulnesea of 
occupational education, not everyone sends as many people as necessary 

to atudy, 


lhere are etill few rural occupational schools in the republic, so their 
number should be increased, and more masa production specialints, especi- 
ally in livestock raising, should be prepared, 


Naturally, farne need workers not only in livestock raising. So the rural 
oceupational-technical schools should offer a greater choice of speciali- 
zations. Especially for young women, If this ie ignored, there will be 
even fewer young women on the farms. 


Jithout a doubt, there will not be a shortage of qualified workers on 
farms whose managers understand that the rural occupat{onal-technical 
school is the primary means of getting young people to come work in the 
fields and on the farms. 
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MOGILEV RESIDENTS PROTEST CITY HOUSING POLICY 


Moscow PRAVDA in Russian Sep 80 p 3 
[Report by I. Noviko: ‘The Price of a Wrong Decision") 


[Text] Mogilev--"Our settlement was started in the 
1960's. There are now 300 one-story wood and brick 
homes for one-two families each here. We are all 
content with our housing and are not claiming state 
apartments. Suddenly the land managers come here and 
declare that the settlement will be pulled down. The 
gorispolkom has decided to put up five-story apart- 
ment houses in this spot. Has it really become so 
cramped in Mogilev that to put up new houses it is 
absolutely necessary to pull down good old ones? What 
is the point of this whole venture?" A. Tudakov and 
55 other signatures. 


I crossed the city with Mogilevskiy Gorispolkom Chairman A. Petrov, setting 
off for a meeting with the writers of the letter. How many vacant lots it 
has where housing blocks could be put up. In particular, use is not being 
made of a wonderful gift of nature--a unique, inimitable landscape: the 
Dnepr with its picturesque floodplain and the hilliness of the right bank, 
imparting to the city a poetic appearance. 


My companion, A. Petrov, is not responsible for Mogilev's present-day ap- 
pearance: he was elected gorispolkom chairman only recently. But K. 
Alekseyev, chief of the Architectural-Planning Administration, is no neo- 
phyte in his office. As the city’s chief architect, he should have had a 
considerable influence on the formation of Mogilev's appearance. Should 
have, but did not. And the business of pulling down the Yuzhnyy settlement 
is on his conscience. Following K. Alekseyev's recommendation, back on 
15 June 1977 the gorispolkom authorized for the Mogilevskaya TETs-2 the 
planning of a group of residential buildings and kindergarten-creches for 
280 children in the microregion along the Orshanskoye Highway, providing 
for the individual homes located here to be pulled down. 








"Why did you make precisely this decision"? 


Ihe chiet architect gave a long and confused explanation of his reasons. 
Following cross-questioning and clarifications, it was finally possible to 
elictt just one more or less formulated argument. It amounted to the fact 
‘hat all the vacant lots in the city had been designated for the erection 
| higheritse homes. The TETse-2, the Ferroconcrete Products Plant No 7, a 
reatment and labor dispensary and other "low-capacity" builders are only in 
i position to put up tive-story buildings. The grounds of the Yuzhnyy set- 
‘lement were chosen for them, 


Juite a shaky argument. Why not help the small-scale builders to amalga- 
mite, as is done ta other cities, in order that they might jointly build one- 
two fine modern homes instead of several five-story ones? And not in the 
Yurhonyy settlement, moreover, but on any of the numerous vacant lots? And 

Ww suould be determining architectural-construction policy in the city: the 
yo. ispolkom administration created for this purpose or small-scale clients? 


[t is obvious that the decision was adopted by the Mogilevskiy Gorispolkom 
on 15 June 19/7 without a thorough analysis of all the circumstances. Its 
implementation would greatly harm the city ecconomica!ly. 


Indeed, tre discontent of many of Yuzhnyy's inhabitants is justified. With 
the help of the state people have built their homes and garages and kept the 
streets clean and tidy and are planting orchards and cultivating truck gar- 
dens. They are content with their life and are not demanding new housing, 
which, we would note, is by no means in surplus in the city. And yet with 

a stroke of Chief Architect K. Alekseyev's pen the whole well developed 
everyday lite of hundreds of families collapses. The people were exasperated, 
and this gave rise to numerous complaints to various authorities. The price 
of such unsubstantiated decisions is worth pondering. 


At the same time there are also other reasons why Mogilev is not being built 
up in the best way. The city's population has increased 50 percent in the 
last 10 years. Large-scale enterprises have been erected here: the "Khim- 
volokno" Production Association, the Silk Cloth Combine and a number of 
others. The USSR Ministry of Chemical Industry allocated K25 million for 
the development here of a construction industry base. But the Belorussian 
SSR Ministry of Industrial Construction has not invested 1 kopeck of these 
in the modernization of the Mogilev House-Building Combine. Yet to install 
high-rise apartment buildings in Mogilev it is necessary to build in the 
house-building combine itself at least four new production facilities. 


So the Mogilev construction workers are putting up depressing boxes instead 
of fine homes. And the sites where the high-rise buildings of original 
architectural design with stores and consumer service enterprises are to 

be accommodated stand empty.... Furthermore, the Belgosproyekt and Mogilev- 
grazhdanproyekt institutes are frequently behind in drawing up planning 
documentation, which causes a rush-work atmosphere at the construction 
‘tee which is negatively reflected in the quality of the building. 














And, finally, one further fact of considerable importance. The city's master 
plan has not determined the sequence of the buildup of the microrayons. The 
designers and clients take advantage of this. They select sectors where 
supply lines exist. Therefore their choice more often than not falls on 
sites already built up with individual homes, as was the case with the set- 
tlement of Yuzhnyy. 


From the Editorial Office. When this report had already been prepared for 
press, we were notified by the Mogilevskiy Gorispolkom that the question of 
building in the .ettlement of Yuzhnyy had been reexamined. In the next few 
years it is planned to erect two apartment buildings here for which 20 in- 
dividual homes will be pulled down. But even 20 homes is no small number! 
Their demolition could be avoided if, the resources of the small-scale cli- 
ents having been pooled, the multistory homes were erected on the city's 
existing vacant lots. 





It also has to be mentioned that the gorispolkom reexamined the question of 
building in the settlement of Yuzhnyy not on its own initiative or in re- 
sponse to the public's fair demands but only after a PRAVDA correspondent 
had established that the complaints were justified. This step does not 
absolve the city soviet leaders of responsibility for their hasty, ill- 
considered decisions. It is all the more important to recall this because 
readers are reporting similar situations to the editorial office from other 
of the country's cities. 
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KITRGHIZ SPECULATORS RECEIVE STIFF SENTENCES 
Frunze SOVETSKAYA KIRGIZIYA in Russian 28 Aug 80 p 2 
|\rticle by A. Sharovskaya: "Expensive Nuts") 


'lext] Antonina [vanovna Samoylova was searching around Frunze's greengrocers 
for walnuts. She had called twice at her "own" trade outlet--Store No 9/4 

of the "Zagottorgplodovoshch" Association--in the rayon in which she lived. 
But to no avail. 


"What do you expect, there are no nuts in the stores," a neighbor exhibited 
surprise at her insistence. "You have to go to the market." 


“They are very expensive there. I only have a small pension." 


Antordna lvanovna would not perhaps have hunted so persistently for the nuts: 
she herself only considered them in pastries, and she did not indulge her 
grandsons, who lived with their parents near Moscow, with this expensive 
delicacy. If she sent them gifts, it was more often fruit, in which Kirgizia 
is rich, and preserves. But she had learned recently in a chance conversa- 
tion that the old, deep-seated ailment which had plagued her could be cured 
by a medicine obtained from walnuts. And she had obtained the prescription. 
But finding the nuts was proving not that easy.... 


From police records: 


"Truck No 66-35 FII detained 26 January 1979 at 1545 in Frunze near 'Spartak' 
Stadium full of sacks. Vehicle driven by R. Davletshin, driver of the 
Frunze Truck Depot No 2. Together with him in the cab was K. Yeshmukhambe- 
tov, procurement official of the Kazakh SSR Karatal'skiy Procurement Base." 


At the first interrogation Yeshmukhambetov answered in reply to the question 
of how the loaded vehicle proceeding, to judge by the accompanying papers, 
in an entirely different direction had ended up in the "Spartak" area and 
he, a procurement official from Kazakhstan, in the role of escort of freight 
being delivered to the city's greengroceries from the "Zagottorgplodovoshch" 
Association depot: 





"IT was on the point of buying these nuts. For R2 a kilo. I was taking them 
to the Hotel Spartak. I was staying there, and the vehicle of the Karatal'- 
skaya Truck Depot in which I had come to Kirgizia was there. I wished to 
transfer the nuts and hand over the money and...." 


"Hand over the money to whom? Driver Davletshin''’? 
"No. He was only following someone else's orders. Vladimir Ondrikov and 


Yusup Tambiyev, chiefs of Frunze's fruit and vegetable stores nos 9/4 
and 59/4 respectively, followed us in a taxi...." 


lt is wit) good reason that we have adduced so contrasting an example: one 
person ° ming the city in search of 1-2 kilos of a product which is not 
that rite in our areas, another, a stranger in the city, moreover, buying 
tons . t at a reasonable price, albeit double the state price. This is a 


highl: | pical situation when a speculator hits the market. And further. 
Everyti.ng gained fromthe nuts thus sold above the state value was to have 
gone to the instigators of this criminal alliance--the tradesmen of the 
stores to which the product had been sent from the depot. Nor was the buyer 
Yeshmukhambetov to have come off the loser. Judging by a previous deal with 
the same persons, he earned exactly Rl per kilo of nuts--2,815 kilos, R2,815 
--since he soldthe nuts for R3 per kilo at his Karatal'skaya cooperative 
trade depot. Fabulous profits are also a characteristic feature of the most 
repugnant phenomenon--s 2culation. 


The social danger of speculation is very high. Particularly because every- 
thing is, as it were, on a voluntary basis here: take it or leave it. Who 
has not seen in the hands of a speculator ordinary children's [kolgotki], 
fur hats and carpets whose prices are such as to cause one to exclaim 
"oh!"? But owing to necessity a person is compelled to take it, althoug- 
he sees that a tremendous and in no way justified hole is being made in his 
budget. 


How, then, do unscrupulous, callous and cruel people get hold of things in 
short supply and those same nuts, of which we still do not have an abundance 
on the shelves? The criminal case in question here throws some light on 
this. 


The main hero of this story, typical in this type of criminal case, is Vladi- 
mir Ondrikov. The most important thingin life he considers not honest labor 
and people's respect but money. And he is absolutely certain that this alone 
elevates a person, wins him friends and creates real values. 


While working as a supply man at an enterprise in Kazakhstan's Kustanayskaya 
Oblast Ondrikov had appropriated a tidy sum of state capital. Unwilling to 
part with money which did not belong to him, he went into hiding. An all- 
union search for him went out, and he was sought throughout the country, 

but he was living in Frunze. He worked as a taxi driver and subsequently 
switched to retail trade. Although he had not worked there very long, he 
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was, (0 oll appearances, well known, This te how Yeshmukhambetov deacribed 
how he “found” a partner tn speculative deala in an unfamiliar city: 


| had come to Kirgieia for fruit, | was not averse to buying nutes alao, 
but in Che market they were Ré=-5 per kilo, I asked people at the market 
seliiug tute where they could be bought more cheaply. Pind, Volodya, they 
sid, he worke in some greengrocery or other. And they described what he 
ke ike | found him, and we came to an arrangement,...” 


‘iret meeting brought the “parties” quite tidy profits. Having obtatned 
00 kilos of walnuts from the “Zagottorgplodovoshe)" Association depot to 
wil to (he working people of Frunge via atore No 9/4, Ondrikov thereupon 
‘id then to Veshmukhambetov, As a reault of the deal, each pockete RI, 700, 


e teopie's Court of Frunze's Sverdlovekiy Rayon strictly punished the 
peculatcra, sentencing both to long terms of imprisonment with the confis- 

tion of their property, The court issued a particular order to the Kirgiz 

‘gottorgplodevesheh” Association which emphasized that serious violations 

the principle of personnel selection and training are being permitted in 
‘he assoc lation's system, And even after the manifest crime committed by 
wdrikey and jambiyev, the court was sent references which noted that these 
inveterate ewindlere “enjoy authority in the collective," 
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